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By Wispy Cockles 


On April 20" and 
21“ massive demon- 
strations and protests 
shook Quebec City in 
opposition to the Free 
Trade Area of the 
Americas. City offi- 
cials constructed a se- 
curity fence around 
much of downtown 
Quebec so The Summit 
of the Americas could 
meet undisturbed and 
discuss their latest 
plans for corporate ex- 
pansion in the form of 
the FTAA. The FTAA 
is an agreement be- 
tween all North and 
South American heads 
of state (except Cuba) 
that will allow prod- 
ucts and services to 
flow freely across the national borders 
of the Americas. It will certainly 
quicken the erosion of barriers to free 
trade such as laws that protect labor, 
the environment and public health. As 
well, all countries involved can expect 


be privatized and sold to the highest 
bidder. In the capitalists’ scheme of 
globalization everything is for sale at 
the expense of the common good. 
However, in many places throughout 
the Americas. mostly in South 
America among the more dispossessed 
sectors of society, people are resisting 
policies that put corporations and the 
greed of the wealthy before the sur- 
vival and self determination of ordi- 
nary citizens. This is one account of 
North American resistance to such 
bullshit. 

The direct actions of April 20" 
started off with a large afternoon rally 
at the Leval University comprising 
thousands of activists. Demonstrators 
gathered over the course of a couple 
hours and decorated the campus with 
stickers and propaganda against capi- 
talist globalization. We left the cam- 


pus around 3 pm and marched through 


a middle class neighborhood. Residents 
seemed fairly relaxed about us coming 
through their neighborhood, and many 
stood outside their houses to watch 
the parade of banners and flags go by. 
Oddly enough police presence was al- 
most non-existent except for an unfor- 
tunate copper who found himself fac- 
ing off with the black bloc, and was 
roughed up a bit. The lack of police 
presence allowed ample opportunity 
for the black bloc to smash the win- 
dows of a Shell gas station and mark 
the pumps with graffiti calling Shell 
out on their genocidal and earth-de- 
stroying actions in Nigeria. 

As we neared the security perim- 
eter, the downtown area was still de- 
void of the massive police presence 
that we expected. Even behind the ten- 
foot high fence, which was anchored 
in concrete blockades to keep us from 
disrupting the summit, the numbers of 
riot cops seemed meager. The crowd 
converged on the fence and let out 
cheers of celebration and the regular 
round of chants. At this moment it 
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Police Murder Sparks 
Rebellion in Cincinnati 





plodes in Cincibgai Ohio. 
and several nights of fire, 
rebellion and pain reminds 
us that the much-maligned 
and heralded ’60s were really 
not so very long ago. 

- Mumia Abu-Jamal, Cincin- 
nati Fire 


MURDER MURDER 

On Saturday, April 7" a white Cin- 
cinnati cop, Steven Roach, shot an 
unarmed Black man, Timothy Tho- 
mas. Thomas, 19, with a fiancée and 
infant son, was being pursued on sev- 
eral misdemeanor charges. including 
numerous counts of failure to wear a 
seat belt — a charge almost exclusively 
reserved for those caught Driving 
While Black (DWB) in Cincinnati’s 
poor and overwhelmingly Black neigh- 


eppgrhood Over The: ‘Rhine. In an effort. ne 


a ss server occupyine A ant 


Ww aveid being harassed or possibly 
worse by the police, Thomas chose-to 
turn around and attempt to flee from 
officer Roach. That simple movement 
and act of defiance was enough of an 
excuse for Roach to pull his pistol and 
pump several rounds into Thomas’ 
back, killing him in cold blood. 
REBELLION 

Word got out quick about Thomas’ 
death. Unfortunately, this wasn’t a 
new thing in Cincinnati. Thomas was 
the fifth Black man to be killed by the 
police since November, and the 15" 
since 1995. This time. however. 
people demanded answers and justice 
— they were sick of being treated like 
second class citizens, harassed, bru- 
talized, and murdered by cops. The 
usual Monday city council meeting was 


continued on page 4 
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IndyMedia 
Center, FBI 

Battle Over 
Free Speech 


By JL, Seattle IMC 


On the evening of Saturday, April 
21,aday which saw tens of thousands 
demonstrate against the FTAA in the 
streets of Que- ym 
bec City, the In- 
dependent Me- ; 
dia Center in Se- £ 
attle was served | 
with a sealed 
court order by 
two FBI agents $ 
and an agent of | 
the US Secret 
Service. The AEOS Diss 
terms of the: medis senter 
sealed order prevented IMC yolunteers 
from publicizing its contents; volun- 
teers immediately began discussions 
with legal counsel to amend the order. 
On the morning of April 27. an 
amended order was issued, freeing us 
to discuss the situation without the 
threat of being held in contempt. 

The original order directed the IMC 
Lo hpp the FB] with "x 








all user con- 






that the Secret Sétvice believed be- 
longed to the IMC. The order stated 
that this was part of an‘ongoing crimi- 
nal investigation” into acts that could 
constitute violations of Canadian law. 
specifically theft and mischief. IMC 
legal counsel David Sobel of the Elec- 
tronic Privacy Information Center, 
comments: “As the U.S. Supreme 
Court has recognized, the First 
Amendment protects the right to com- 
municate anonymously with the press 
and for political purposes. An order 
compelling the disclosure of informa- 
tion identifying an indiscriminately 
large number of users of a website de- 
voted to political discourse raises very 
serious constitutional issues. To pro- 
vide the same protection to the press 
and anonymous sources in the Internet 
world as with more traditional media. 
the Government must be severely lim- 
ited in its ability to demand their 
Internet identity—their “Internet Pro- 
tocol addresses.” A federal statute al- 
ready requires that such efforts against 
the press be approved by the Attor- 
ney General, and only where essential 
and after alternatives have been ex- 
hausted. There is no suggestion that 
these standards were met here. 

The sealed court order also directed 
the IMC not to disclose “the existence 
of this Application or Order, or the 
existence of this investigation, unless 
or until ordered by this court.” Such a 
prior restraint on a media organization 
goes to the heart of the First Amend- 
ment. Ironically, the Seattle Post- 
Intelligencer learned about the exist- 
ence of the order from “federal 
sources,” suggesting the purpose of the 
gag order was simply to allow the gov- 
ernment to spin the issue its way. 

The order did not specify what acts 
were being investigated, and the Secret 
Service agent acknowledged that the 
IMC itself was not suspected of crimi- 
nal activity. No violation of US law 
was alleged. It is not clear whether 


continued on page 8 





= 









Tr, 












* TABLE OF CONTENTS x 











in Cincinnati? 


Page 4 Free The Land! 










'|Page 8 From the Factory to the Fields: 


CIW and IWW 


es 
10-11 RIGHTS MOVEMENT: 


Turn Us “Round 


Page 3 ° Where are the white radicals 


Blacks Have Right to Rebel 


Page 5 eFree Ali Khalid Abdullah 
eAfrican Leaders and Homophobia 


Page 6 Mumia Publicly Denies Killing Cop 


Page 7 Declaration of War Against 
Injustice and Poverty 


ANARCHISM, RACISM AND THE CIVIL 


e Looking to the Light of Freedom 
e Ain't Gonna Let Segregation 













THEORY: 
e Responding to Free Trade 


and Racial Oppression 
e Bring The Ruckus! 


Page 13 RADICAL HISTORY: 
eWeather Underground 


e Korean Anarchist Movement 












































From the Onward Collective, 


It’s official: we stand at an exciting yet critical 
time. People are rising up militantly and radi- 
cally all across the world. 

From the streets of Quebec City (p. 1, 14) to 
the ghettoes of Cincinnati (p. 1, 3) and beyond 
(p. 6, 7), the struggle against capitalism, the state 
and their armed forces is stepping up in intensity 
and broadening in scope. 

_ Excitement notwithstanding, the crucial ele- 
ments of this time period can not and must not 
be overlooked. State repression is growing in all 
facets — from the ‘traditional’ police practice of 
racial profiling to threats on independent media 
(p.1, 6). : 

As our righteous rebellions against capiia Sy 
the state and. racism, gro Ža : 
coupled with our righteous re 








the road of “ie, 
that we now walk 


Movement ao = 
United States of the 
1950s and 60s Pu Š 





ing militant, Recea and anti-racist KO 

For that reason, we turn to the civil rights 
movement in our centerfold section (p. 10, 11) as 
activists Chris Crass, Amanda Klonsky and 
Daraka Larimore-Hall offer practical lessons to 
be applied from the civil rights movement. 

Our history section (p. 12) features a special 
history on the Weather Underground Organiza- 
tion by former member — and current political 
prisoner — David Gilbert. This is the second and 
final installment to Gilbert’s histories of the Stu- 
dents for a Democratic Society and WUO. As 
the struggle intensifies, and discussion turns tọ 
the efficacy of armed struggle, it is vital to seri- 
ously study the successes and failures of previ- 
ous underground formations. 

Much discussion has taken place recently on 
the creation of an anarchist federation. The 
Ruckus Collective offers a proposal on the cre- 
ation of such a federation (p.12). while Howard 
Ehrlich (p. 14) discusses the serious and threat- 
ening issue of ‘anarchist malpractice.” 

These are exciting times indeed, but we musn‘t 


orto let us know $ 


-lose our focus, analysis or vision in all the excite- 


ment. We must continue to build, always with a 
critical eye toward making our efforts better. 
Kk 

This issue marks the beginning of ONWARD’s 
second year! [n just one year, this paper has 
grown beyond our wildest dreams to become a 
successful and welcome addition to the sprout- 
ing anarchist movement. We thank everyone for 
their incredible support over the past year and 
feel it can only grow as the movement continues 
to grow. a expand. 


ae funded eurel 
by our readers! 

Wath-your help, 
eae coming 
year, we hope to 
„Join the Indepen- 
eal er Asso- 


help i in à achievi ing our goals is múch Deal 
Thanks to all who have supported us so far. 
We hope to provide the movement with impor- 
tant news, theory, opinion, history and strategy 
for years to come. Ze P os “ 
The deadline for the yess 77 
next issue is Septem- aw 
ber 1“, with a <3 
centerfold on anar- 3 
chist childraising. 
As always, please § 
get in touch with f 
articles, com- a 
ments, questions $$ 






ene 





what's going on 
near you. 


In Solidarity and 
Struggle, 


Dan Berger, 
Onward Collective © 
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Anarchism iS the 


name given to a principle or theory 
of life and conduct under which 
society is conceived without gov- 
ernment — harmony in such a so- 
ciety being obtained, not by sub- 
mission to law, or by obedience 
to any authority, but by free 
agreements concluded between 
the various groups, territorial and 
professional, freely constituted for 
the sake of production and con- 


sumption, as also for the satisfac- 


tion of the infinite variety of needs 
and aspirations of a civilized be- 
ing. In a society developed on 
these lines, the voluntary asso- 
ciations which already now begin 
to cover all the fields of human 
activity would take a still greater 
extension so as to substitute 
themselves for the State in all its 
functions. They would represent 
an interwoven network, com- 
posed of an infinite variety of 
groups and federations of all 
sizes and degrees, local, regional, 
national and international — tem- 
porary or more or less permanent 
— for all possible purposes: pro- 
duction, consumption and ex- 
change, communications, sani- 
tary arrangements, education, 
mutual protection, defense of the 
territory, and so on; and, on the 
other side, for the satisfaction of 
an ever-increasing number of sci- 
entific, artistic, literary and so- 
ciable needs. Moreover, such a 
society would represent nothing 
immutable. On the contrary — as 
is seen in organic life at large — 
harmony would (it is contended) 
result from an ever-changing ad- 
justment and readjustment of 
equilibrium between the multi- 
tudes of forces and influences, 
and this adjustment would be the 
easier to obtain as none of the 
forces would enjoy a special pro- 
tection from the State.” 
-Peter Kropotkin 






Send all correspondence to the Onward Collective at: 


ONWARD PO BOX 2671 GAINESVILLE, FL 32602-2671 USA 


theonwardcollective@hotmail.com 















REBELLION IN CINCINNATI BUT... 
Where Are All the 


‘Radicals’ and ‘Anarchists’? 


By J. Uprising 


“Do you feel him [mayor] Luken? No, you 
don’t! Cuz you’re going to lunch after this!” 
- Black youth during Cincinnati City 
Council hearing after another demanded 
justice for Timothy Thomas 

City Council’s normal Monday meeting was 
stormed by hundreds of angry Black residents of 
Cincinnati on April 9" after an unarmed Black 
youth, Timothy Thomas, was shot and murdered 
the previous Saturday by a Cincy. cop. Demand- 
ing something be done about Thomas’s murder, 
the crowd began to get frustrated as city council 
members ignored and outright disrespected them. 
Soon after more and more people gathered and 
shared their anger and pain at Timothy’s death 
and the rampant violence of Cincinnati cops, of- 


ten aimed at the poor and mostly Black residents: 


of the Over The Rhine area. By the end of the 
night an organic and spontaneous rebellion had 
erupted which lasted well over three days, with 
its height coming Tuesday when thousands pro- 
tested and fought back as police tried to enforce 
martial law, “Nati style. By the time of Timothy 
Thomas’s funeral a week after his death, the po- 
lice and their mayor’s curfew had captured and 
arrested over 800 people, many being tagged with 
bogus felonies and excessively high bails. 

While thousands in the “Nati reclaimed their 
streets, fought back against police attacks, hurled 
whatever they could find at riot cop lines, and 
broke the windows of numerous corporate stores 
and banks, this was far from being a protest 


Penam 









bellion.was sparked by the anger and desires of 
local, mostly poor Black folks who were fed up 
with being harassed, beaten and killed by the 
Cincinnati police. And for all the talk about “‘lo- 


39 66 


cal issues,” “working with the community,” and 


Black Peo 


By Lorenzo Komboa Ervin 


its Negro spokes- 
persons that we 
were “torching our 
own neighbor- 
hoods.” Never mind 
that we didn’t own 
a damn thing in the 
ghetto, that it was 
the cops themselves 
shooting and torch- 
ing Black homes, 
and that this was a 
clearly a struggle 
with deep roots in 
historical oppres- 
sion, the 
government’s line 
was duly picked up 
by the negro bour- 
geoisie, and passed 
off as “truth,” along 
with “the police 
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ence zone. Thiste- people who were out in the 


the need for spontaneous direct action, there were 
relatively few radicals or anarchists who wefe 
doing much of anything in Cincy to show s@jj- 
darity with the uprising. While there were ng- 
table exceptions, especially local members gf 
Anti-Racist Action and Refuse & Resist who did 
support work and even ran the streets with the 
urban rebels, the overall feel of the Cincy actions 
were devoid of any serious amount of anti-ayj- 
thoritarian support. 
“Be part of the solution or get out of the wayi” 
- Woman to police and city council at 
Cincinnati City Council meeting 
While actions against US-con- 
trolled institutions of global fi- 
nancial domination like the 
- World Trade Organization, Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and the 
Free Trade Area of the Ameri- 
cas are extremely important and 
serve numerous purposes in 
building revolution in the United 
States, the questions of justice 
and strategy arise when events 
like Cincinnati pop up. If anar- 
chists take the fight against op- 
pression seriously it is time to 
reevaluate our priorities. 
Attacking white supremacy 
should be key to any anarchist/ 
anti-authoritarian strategy in the 
US, and one of the most impor- 
tant issues in doing that is police 


ty of the 


streets of Cincy. were from the 
same hood as Timothy Thomas, 
Over-The-Rhine, a predomi- 
nantly Black and poor part of 
Cincinnati. If anarchists are to 
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be taken seriously by some of the most oppressed 
folks in the US they need to be getting down 
with them, not merely keeping their critique to 
themselves or within anarchist circles. Whether 
its running the streets, doing benefit and support 
work for the over 800 arrested, or attending Timo- 
thy Thomas’s funeral, anarchists in the surround- 
ing area of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Ken- 
tucky should have stopped shining their boots in 
preparation for Quebec and jolted for Cincinnati. 

“You have not seen anything as of yet.” 

- Black man speaking to Mayor Luken at City 
Council meeting. 

Hopefully this also applies to the future of 
revolutionary anarchist organizing. If anarchists 
are to prove themselves worthy of the trust of 
masses of some of the most oppressed people in 
the US, as well as: introduce the concept of anar- 
chism*as a serious alternative and possibility, 
getting into the streets during incidents like the 
Cincinnati rebellion should receive priority over 









The people who rose up, and are still extremely 
angry and full of passion, in the ‘Nati after Timo- 
thy Thomas’s murder have-so much to gain from 
going from rebellion to building revolution and 
little, if anything, to lose by preserving the cur- 
rent social, political, and economic structure of 
the US. From a strategic — and moral — point of 
view, anarchists should clearly see the impor- 
tance of prioritizing sections of the US popula- 


tion that face super-exploitation as workers and. 


oppressed nationalities. The future of revolu- 
tionary anarchism should lie within the hands of 
these people. They will be the ones to ignite the 
fire that sets the US prairie ablaze with revolt. 
Get down with them or get out of the way. 





J-Uprising is a northeast Ohio revolutionary an- 
archist who is involved with the liberation 
struggle on numerous different levels. Opinions, 
discussion, and more are encouraged. Contact him 
at juprising @ yahoo.com or c/o ONWARD. 


planned and more convenient protests. 


ple Have a Right to Rebel 


A massive anti-cop rebellion broke out in Cincinnati over the 
police shootings of 15 Black men since 1996, ranging in ages from 
12-44 years old, all unarmed. The latest case is of Timothy Tho- 
mas, a 19-year old brother, allegedly wanted for misdemeanor 
traffic offenses, who was gunned down in early April by a crazed 
white cop. The Black community has risen up in a massive pro- 
test against this racist occupying army, poverty, and other forms 
of mistreatment. Now we are being told by various White politi- 
cians and their paid Uncle Toms that even more massive police 
violence should be trained on us “to keep the peace,” and “stop 
the violence.” Not the cop violence and murder, which has gone on 
for years, but the current rebellion by our people against police. 

I have heard this garbage for years. Going back to the 1965 
Watts rebellion, when Black folks rebelled after years of LAPD 
racist brutality, it was a line put forth by the white ruling class and 


right to stop looters” and “we ñeed peace.” Not about justice, not 
about stopping police murdgis of our people, but that we must 
stop our resistance against Sür oppressors. That is their only 
concern, restoring “law and gfger.” 

We are an oppressed people; who have the moral and political 
right to rebel. We are fighting @ppression, and seeking freedom. We 
are opposing terrorism by Military agents of the white govern- 
ment. We have been historically enslaved, and our youth are being 
imprisoned and killed in massive numbers, so we must fight back 
or become an extinct species. There are those who say that if we 
will only be “peaceful” those in power will listen to us. This has 
never happened, and truthfully none of the civil rights bills of the 
1960s outlawing Southern segfegation, and other concessions of 
that period, would have been passed if the white government was 
not afraid of Black people &Fuipting in the streets. Street rebellion 


is effective. 

I think we can soon 
expect to see other such 
rebellions in various 
American cities because 
similar contradictions 
exist, and even more 
murderous police forces 
guard the white rich of 
those places. For ex- 
ample, Detroit is a city 
which could go up at any 
time. It leads the USA 
in the number of fatal 
police shootings of civil- 
ians, most of whom are 
Black. It has a corrupt 
government, which al- 
lows violence, drug-ped- 
dling, robbery, and other 
offenses by police offic- 
ers. Detroit officers like 








Eugene Brown have killed several people and yet have never been 
punished. He is protected by the Mayor and the police union. 
Although worse in Detroit, police brutality goes on all over the 
country, along with political cover-ups to protect them. I hear 
white folks and middle class negroes say that if we arm ourselves 
and resist, “even more of us will be killed.” I don’t propose indi- 
vidual resistance, but rather community defense, and I believe 
then we will talk about funerals on both sides. 

Our task, as an oppressed people, is to work to overthrow 
white supremacy and capitalist rule. That is the true nature of this 
government, not a so-called “democracy’*where we can expect fair 
treatment. This system is based on and is maintained by our op- 
pression. This is why I believe that the task of Black radicals is 
not to call for new federal legislation, an FBI investigation, or a 
citizen review board. We must educate our people about the truth 
of this system, and begin to build a mass resistance movement 
against racism and internal colonialism. This resistance should be 
by any means necessary, and we must have an armed self-defense 
policy. I have always rejected pacifism. We must seek to build 


- dual power bases, and begin to win over the masses of the people, 


build a militia to protect it, and push the police and white govern- 
ment out of the community entirely. We must begin to govern 
ourselves and create a new zone of Black power. The activists 
have got to stop looking in from the outside and doing all our 
organizing on the comfortable college campuses or suburbs, and 
begin to organize in the impoverished neighborhoods where the 
action is taking place. As activists, we have got to stop waiting on 
crises like the Cincinnati rebellion, and begin to set up organizing 
projects to make sure they don’t happen, and when they do, we 
can effectively retaliate. We have a right to rebel in Cincinnati, Los 
Angeles, New York, Atlanta, and anywhere else we are oppressed. 

We are a class of poor and oppressed peoples who are fi ghting 
capitalism and racism all over the world. We are not alone. and 
when we fight, we will find that the people of the world support 
our struggle. 





Contact the author at komboa@yahoo.com 
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Rebellion in Cincinnati... 


continued from page 1 


filled with people, especially Black folks from 
areas routinely targeted by racist police, asking 
the city council to do something about this epi- 
demic of police murder. When it became evident 
that the city council was willing to do very little, 
if anything, about the murder of Thomas, a more 
rebellious and militant mood emerged as people 
began to take to the streets. By Tuesday the 
situation had escalated into an outright state of 
rebellion with outraged community members 
challenging riot cops who were occupying their 
neighborhood and targeting racist businesses and 
local government buildings for property destruc- 
tion. For a time, the 


people ofthe ‘Natiwere “The situation in Cincinnati is not much different than 
most other cities in the U.S. Police brutality and po- 
lice murder, especially of Black and Latino youth, is a 
national epidemic. But what the people of Cincy have 
shown is that by rising up, by refusing to stay in their 
place, by struggling for a future without racist cops 
and police killings and brutality of unarmed men, 
women and children they begin to get a sense of what 
it will take to actually win justice.” 


in control of the streets. 
In the face of racist cops, 
beanbag and rubber bul- 
lets, and tear gas they 
were attempting to take 
back what was rightfully 
theirs: their lives. 

The media attempted 
to frame the people’s re- 
sistance as a so-called 
“race-riot” that indis- 
criminately targeted 
whites. This could not 
have been further from 
the truth. Numerous 
white youth, especially from groups like Anti- 
Racist Action and Refuse and Resist, fought the 
police side-by-side with Black youth from Over- 
The-Rhine. The vast majority of Black folks ex- 
plicitly demonstrated that they were angry with 
the police and the failure of the city to effec- 
tively curtail with police violence, particularly in 
poor Black neighborhoods. 

FASCIST CURFEW 

By Wednesday night the mayor of Cincinnati 
had declared a ‘state of emergency’ (read: martial 
law) and set an 8pm-6am curfew. The curfew 
was nothing but a fascist move by the local au- 
thorities to crush the rebellion and allow police 
enough power to put people “back in their place.” 
Over 700 people were arrested for so-called “cur- 
few violations,” but it was only strictly enforced 
on those people the police thought had been pro- 
testing.or would possibly protest in the future. 


Some whites from more affluent neighborhoods p ofice occupation hac 


were calmly given warnings, while any poor or 
Black person — especially from the Over-The- 
Rhine neighborhood — that was even seen out- 
doors after 8pm was taken down hard and quickly. 

One resident of the Over-The-Rhine described 
what he saw as a war, but where only one side 
has the guns and weapons. He insisted that 
people were nonetheless refusing to back down, 
however, and compared the people’s persistence 
to Palestinians who throw rocks at tanks. An- 
other man said that “we’re fighting for our free- 
dom, we’ re fighting for our rights” and was ada- 
mant about continuing the rebellion until justice 
is won. He also criticized government officials 
who have claimed to mourn Timothy Thomas’s 
death as being nothing more than lying, cynical 
soothsayers, trying to give people a false sense 
that the state actually cares about solving the 
epidemic of police brutality. He included Gover- 


DONATE TO THE 
BAIL FUND! 


Aid the struggle for justice for 
Timothy Thomas and all who have 
been brutalized and murdered by 
the police. 

TTF c/o Kent ABC f 

PO Box 942 

Kent, OH 44240 

Checks payable to Kent ABC 


SUPPORT THOSE ARRES 
RIGHTEOUS REBELLION! WE HAVE A 


nor Taft speaking at Thomas’s funeral on that 
list, adding that “99% of the people there felt he 
had no place whatsoever being there.” 
THE FUNERAL 

Timothy Thomas’ funeral was held on Satur- 
day, April 14", and thousands showed up to pay 
their respects and show support for Thomas’s 
family, fiancée, and 3-month old son. People also 
wanted to make it loud and clear that the demand 
for justice for Timothy Thomas was far from 
being .over. The police continued to be in full 
force but stayed away from the funeral while it 
was in progress. Many supporters, however, did 
not even make it down to the funeral as police 


had the Over-The-Rhine neighborhood militarily 
blocked off. Some ARA members were physi- 
cally detained for extended periods of time in 
order to prevent them from attending the funeral. 
In one such detainment, Cincinnati police stole 
$91 (all donated money for people’s bail funds), 
several backpacks, notebooks, and more. But the 
worst was yet to come. 

After the funeral the police continued to mili- 
tarily occupy the neighborhood. In one incident 
a crew of cops opened fire with non-lethal rounds 
on a white women from a Louisville anti-police 
brutality group who was walking with two Black 
youths from Over-The-Rhine. The police 
stopped, jumped out of their cars and began 
shooting rubber and beanbag rounds at the small 
group. All three were injured and the women had 
to be hospitalized after being shot point-blank 
with multiple beanbag rounds. 

By Thursday the curfew and the militar 








the protests and the situation did not escalate 
again even after the attempted provocation by 
police at Thomas’ funeral. But the sentiment of 
the city had not changed whatsoever. People were 
still furious at the way the entire situation was 
being dealt with by the city government, Mayor 
Luken, the police, and the police union Fraternal 
Order of Police. Keith Fangman, head of the local 
FOP, took an especially racist public line in sup- 
porting of Roach’s murder of Thomas. He even 
went so far as to hold a press conference with a 


‚known right-wing, pro-Confederate flag, white 


supremacist declaring people should lend more 
support to police! 


MURDER A MISDEMEANOR? 


Hamilton County tacitly supported Roach’s 
murder of Thomas when they decided to indict 
him on two misdemeanors, negligent homicide 
and obstruction of official business! This was a 
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RIGHT TO REBEL! 


DONATE TO THE 
THOMAS FAMILY! 


Contributions can be made at any 
Fifth Third Bank location to account 
number 41590289 
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case of racist police murder and, at most, the 
guilty cop will get 6 months in prison. What’s 
worse is that the County Prosecutor, Mike Allen, 
is a former cop and initially resisted even con- 
vening a grand jury to investigate the murder. 
The likelihood that he’ll do all he can to win 
justice for Thomas isn’t high. 
This is all a slap in the face to Thomas’ family 


` and all those who want justice in this case. An- 


gela Leisure, Thomas’ mother, was disgusted with 
the indictment and explained, “I can’t sit here 
and say my whole heart is for peace right now. 
That’s not how I feel. I’m not going to lie to the 
public, and I’m not going to lie to myself. That is 
not how I feel. My feelings are borderline rage.” 

Some retaliated in the only way they felt they 
could when the indictment was announced by 
attacking a police 
substation with 
rocks and spray 
paint. Its win- 
dows were 
smashed out, and 
“187,” the Cali- 
fornia penal code 
for murder, and 
Swastikas, ‘to 
protest the 
police’s fascist 
occupation of 
neighborhoods 
during the pro- 
tests, were spray 
painted on the 
building. 
TAKE IT BACK INTO THE STREETS! 

Saturday, June 2™ was a huge march against 

police brutality and for justice in the Timothy 
Thomas case. Well over 2,000 people turned out, 
including an anti-authoritarian bloc, to let authori- 
ties know that police murder and brutality isn’t 
going to go unchecked by the people. A very 
broad spectrum of people marched enthusiasti- 
cally from Fountain Square, through the neigh- 
borhood where Thomas was murdered, and ended 
up at the annual Mac Day for a festival. Police 
indicated before that they wouldn’t hesitate to 
attack protestors with beanbag and rubber rounds, 
but they were obviously intimidated by the huge 
crowd and stayed completely hands off. 

The situation in Cincinnati is not much differ- 
ent than most other cities in the U.S. Police 
brutality and police murder, especially of Black 


what the people of Cincy have shown is that by 
rising up, by refusing to stay in their place, by 
struggling for a future without racist cops and 
police killings of unarmed men, they begin to get 
a sense of what it will take to actually win justice 
for. Timothy Thomas and the thousand others 
who have been killed at the hands of police. It is 
also once again clear that the state, whether local 
or federal; is not going to protect us from police 
violence nor will it punish those within its own 
ranks when they brutalize or kill us. May the 
people of Cincinnati continue their righteous 
struggle until justice and freedom are completely 
won. Let us join with them in Cincinnati and in 
our Own communities to step up the fight against 
police brutality. 


(Check out www.ohiovalleyimc.org for the latest 
information on the continuing rebellion in Cin- 
cinnati! -- eds.) 
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By Lorenzo Komboa Ervin 


Ali Khalid Abdullah, Black anarchist Political Prisoner, was 
recently denied parole for the FIFTH straight time by the Michi- 
gan Parole Board, confirming for him [and his supporters] that 
Michigan prison officials are intending to refuse him parole re- 
gardless of any accomplishments or self-help efforts in prison. He 
is being jailed for political reasons that they will not disclose 
publicly, or even at a parole hearing. 

Ali has said: “... what is happening right here in the State of 
Michikkan is an act of genocide. It is beyond mere punishing 
someone for what they have done. It is vindictive. Furthermore, I 
denounce the fact that I have committed any crime against the 
Peoples of Michigan ...because J have not attacked or caused harm 
to the peoples of Michigan...[but] how is it that my due process 
[of law] is being denied me? How is that my liberty and protection 
isn’t being given [to me]?...Slavery! This is what the prisons are 
doing, and this is what I am condemned to...My time is running 
out.” 


Ali was thrown into prison for 70-20 years for taking action 


. against a drug dealer, who was going to take an 11-year old girl in 


“payment” for money owed the dealer by the girl’s mother. He 
took forceful action against this creep that the cops and the gov- 
ernment should have taken if they really had the Black community’s 
interest at heart. But instead they have made Ali out to be a 
dangerous criminal, and condemned him to twenty years in prison. 
We must see that Ali Khalid Abdullah is released from prison 
and returned to his family and his community. He is not some 
gangster or criminal, as the authorities allege, he is someone who 
cares so deeply about injustice that he put himself out for persons 
who were virtual strangers. Now he is paying the price. 
Recently, discussions have begun on how to support Ali by 
several activists, including myself, and it was decided that his 
organization, PPWC, which does finé work for prisoners, is a 
general prison support and educational society, and that what was 
necessary was a group directed solely at his release from prison. A 
group to agitate for his release, obtain funds for his maintenance 
and legal defense, to contact officials on his behalf, distribute his 
writings, and build a mass base of support in the communities of 
poor folks and activists in North America and all over the world. 
This brother is the founder of the Political Prisoners of War Coa- 





FREE ALI KHALID ABDULLA 


lition, an advocacy and educational group far prisoners, whose 
efforts have already helped many, but not Ali himself. So he asked 
myself and others in BANCO, the ABC prison movement, PPWC, 
and other organizations to work together and create a support 
group for him. We are starting to do so, in supp6ft of work already 
done by those in PPWC like the tireless Cynthia Ritsher. 

Frankly, I feel that this should have been depe long ago, but 
Ali’s own concern for others first and his seifigssness, has con- 
demned him to additional years in prison. So naw we have to come 
together on behalf of this fighter, to help hit come out of the 
dungeon and into the sunlight. 

I have been there where he is. I was sentenced {6 life in prison in 
1969 for “hijacking” a plane to Cuba, In my cage, it was the ABC 
movement and so many other non-sectarian Left forces which 
went into creating the “Free Lorenzo” movement of the 1970's 
and ‘80's. This was an international movement with strong branches 
in countries in Africa, Europe, the UK, Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand, and several other countries. The pressure it put on 
the Carter administration, which was going aij over the world 
lecturing other countries on human rights, and yet was holding 
myself and others in Control Units, [federal cohéentration camps], 
forced my release. There is no question that I would still be there 
if there had been no movement. It is a campaigii that we-can learn 
from, just as I learned to do it from Huey Newign’s campaign and 
that of Black Puerto Rican anarchist, Martin Sgétre. 

We have to be an activist movement, to hold demonstrations at 


the prison department offices, write protest lettes, file legal com-. 


plaints, and let people in the communities all oye the world know 
of the reality of the American prison system, police brutality and 
racism in the US, and of course what’s happehifig to Brother Ali. 

It is a lot of work, and that is why it’s so impértant to try to get 
all kinds of organizations to join the Campaign. This includes not 
only Black radicals or anarchists, but all of these who believe in 
civil rights, civil liberties, anti-racism and bagje justice for the 
poor. We must be united in a powerful moveméft which cannot be 
ignored or repressed, and that will win Ali’s freedom. For in win- 
ning his freedom, we can then begin to win the freedom of all 
political prisoners and to shut the prisons/deatk chambers down, 
and-begin to create a new society that does n6t need prisons to 





A Black Radical Congress Press Statement — 


African Leaders Hide Political Woes 
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~ In laté March, Sam Nujoma, President of Namibia, ordered a 
purge of homosexuals, stating that “The Republic of Namibia 
does not allow homosexuality or lesbianism here. Police are or- 
dered to arrest you, deport you and imprison you.” The Namibian 
Society for Human Rights countered that the “attempt to turn a 
personal dislike into ad hoc national policy is entirely unconstitu- 
tional and misguided.” 

The Black Radical Congress joins those who have strongly con- 
demned the Namibian president’s assault on same gender loving 
people in his Southern African nation. Namibia, a 
former German colony that was administered as a mandate and 
later annexed by South Africa, gained its independence in 1990 
after a more than 20-year long anti-apartheid war. Given that he is 
a former freedom fighter and a head of state, Nujoma’s homopho- 
bic, discriminatory actions are 
particularly repugnant. His actions and rhetoric come on the heels 





of similar rhetoric and repression in Zimbabwe, where President 


Robert Mugabe has campaigned to imprison and expel same gen- 
der loving people. : 

Both Mugabe and Nujoma have equated homosexuality with 
bestiality and even murder, and both have called for the eradica- 
tion of homosexuality from the face of the earth. These threaten- 
ing pronouncements signal that a new wave of genocidal crimes 
against gays and lesbians in Africa could be in the making. 

Attacks on same gender loving people are by no means an unfa- 
miliar occurrence. In recent years, violence and hostility against 
this sector have escalated to horrifying proportions in practically 
every part of the world. In Africa however, European colonialism 
— from which the severe economic problems of the African conti- 


nent derive — provides the context and fuel for this emergent witch- 


hunt. Virulent homophobia, incubated in the right-wing move- 
ments of the imperialist metropoles and also an outgrowth of 
Africa’s own indigenous patriarchal systems, is finding a home in 
the political agendas of desperate African leaders. Sadly, these 
leaders, having little power in a world dominated by Western glo- 
bal capital, seek to buttress their authority through corruption and 
strong-arming. In the absence of real leverage, and confronted with 
more and more popular challenges to their leadership, they have 
resorted to scapegoating same gender loving people and fomenting 
a climate of heightened tolerance for misogyny. 

Nujoma’s homophobic attack comes in the wake of other anti- 
democratic domestic and foreign policy initiatives, including the 
use of violence to repress trade union leaders at home and promot- 
ing militarism-abroad. It is not by chance that this recent outburst 
against homosexuals in Namibia comes just when the government 
has to leave the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Both societies 
committed troops to assist Laurent Kabila at a time when negotia- 
tions would have strengthened the democratic forces in the whole 
of Southern Africa. More importantly, these leaders committed 
their soldiers to train and fight beside those who committed geno- 
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cide in Rwanda. With this track record’and the fact that these two 


leaders did not condemn the late Kabila when he called on people 
in his country to kill Tutsis, the attacks on safe gender loving 
people are by no means an unfamiliar occurrengé. In recent years, 
violence and hostility against gays and lesbians has arisen in tan- 
dem with a search for new sources of legitimacy for their increas- 
ingly unpopular regimes. 

But there is another aspect to consider as wejj as a lesson to be 
learned. Most anti-colonial and national liberatig# movements (and 
even our own civil rights/black power movements) of the 60s, 70s 
and 80s were ideologically weak on questions of misogyny and 
homophobia. While the most advanced groups made sure that 
gender equality was a part of stated political ggais. clear positions 
against homophobiawere noticeably absent. Moreover, even the 
struggle against misogyny was not a structural part of the move- 
ments’ ongoing internal development. Our conéliision is that free- 
dom movements which neglect the ideologigaj development of 
their members risk the continued operation of Feactionary policies 
when these leaders ascend to state power. 

BRC Freedom Agenda Point IX says “We affirm the ri ght of all 
people to love whom they choose, to openly Xpress their sexual- 
ity, and to live in the family units that meet theif needs. We sup- 
port anti-homophobic instruction in the publie schools, and we 
believe that violence against lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and the 
transgendered should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of laws 
that specifically prohibit abuses in this category of human rights.” 

The Black Radical Congress calls upon all démocratic-minded 





An activist cuts through 


fa fence on the island of 


Vieques to protest the 
Navy’s continued bomb- 
ing there. In late April, 
the US Navy resumed 
bombings on the island, 
setting off a wave of pro- 
tests worldwide. Hun- 
dreds have been arrested 
in various actions 
throughout Puerto Rico 


and the United States in 


protests since the most 
recent bombings began. 
Over 1,500 people have 
been arrested since 1999. 
For more information, 
see the following sites: - 
www.viequeslibre.org 
www.indymedia.org 
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beat down poor folks or racial minorities. 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


1. Let your group, community, labor 
union, or other group know about Ali’s 
case, and endorse the campaign. Contact 
the address listed below. 
2. Send protest letters to the Governor 
of the State and Michigan Parole Com- 
missioner, demanding Ali’s release. Write 
governor John Engler, because with the 
mere stroke of a pen, he can grant execu- 
tive clemency to release Ali from the 
criminal conviction that was unjustly 
passed on him, and can order the parole ® 
authorities to release Ali on medical parole to treat his throat 
cancer, or to give him a conditional release on his prison sentence. 
Governor John Engler can be reached at: P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, 
MI. 48993,e-mail: migov @mail.state.mi.us 
You can reach the Mi. Parole authorities at: Stephen Marschke, 
Chair, Michigan Parole Board, Grank View Plaza, P.O. Box 3003, 
Lansing, MI. 48909 
3. Write letters to the warden demanding that Ali receive proper 
medical attention and stop being harassed: Barry McLemore, 
Warden, Thumb Correctional Facility, 3225 John Conley Dr., 
Lapeer, MI. 48446 
4. Help Ali with his parole plans. He has been rejected for years 
because he did not have a job, housing, friends and relatives in 
Michigan. If you live in the state and can help him with employ- 
ment, counseling or other material support: please contact him at: 
Ali Khalid Abdullah, #148130, TCF, 3225 John Conley DR., 
Lapeer, MI. 48446. 

We will update address and support work on a routine basis. If 
anyone is interested in joining the Campaign, please contact us at: 





INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO SUPPORT ALI KHALID 
ABDULLAH 

PO Box 19962 

Kalamazoo, MI. 49019-0962 

Komboa @ yahoo.com (fax and voice mail will be coming soon) 






Forging a Black Liberation 
Agenda for the 21st Century 


and freedom loving people to rally against the spread of homopho- 
bia throughout the world. And to those who have a particular 
affinity to the struggles for democracy and freedom in Africa, we 
ask that you make known your opposition to Nujoma’s vicious 
assault on the human rights of homosexuals in Namibia, and to 
meet the callous disregard for human rights on display in Southern 
Africa with organized resistance. The Black Radical Congress like- 
wise reconfirms our commitment to fighting such reactionary ten- 
dencies within our own movements. The struggle against homopho- 
bia, sexism, racism, and all the forces that are destructive to the 
basic rights of humanity is indivisible from the struggle against 
neo-colonialism and imperialism. 





Black Radical Congress — National Office 
Columbia University Station 

P.O. Box 250791 

New York, NY 10025-1509 

Phone: (212) 969-0348 

Email: blackradicalcongress @email.com 

Web: http://www.blackradicalcongress.org 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Turkish Prisoners Hunger 
Strike Against Conditions 


Twenty-two prisoners in Turkish prisons 
have fasted themselves to death during a hun- 
ger strike that has gone on for seven months. 
Thousands of people are currently incarcer- 
ated in Turkey for political reasons; in many 
cases, because of their support for the Kurdish 
minority within the country, which the goy- 
ernment has been attempting to eradicate. 

Prisoners in Turkey are tortured regularly 

and have been burned alive. 282 prisoners origi- 
nally began the current hunger strike to protest 
conditions in the new F-type prisons, which 
place people in solitary confinement. 
_ Among those in F-type prisons are journal- 
ists who wrote a single article, students who 
hung posters and senior citizens who provided 
food to Kurdish political activists. 


Reporters Silenced in 
Aceh; Exxon-sponsored 
Killing Continues 


Three journalists have reported being beaten 
and robbed of their film, phones and identifica- 
tion by the Indonesian military after they wit- 
nessed conflicts between the military and the 
indigenous Free Aceh Movement. Like East 
Timor, the people of Aceh (pronounced, “ah- 
CHEY”) are seeking independence from a gov- 
ernment they consider exploitive, racist, envi- 
ronmentally destructive and violent. Aceh is 
also home to the largest liquid natural gas pro- 


ducing facility in the world, owned by Exxon. 


Exxon has consistently provided financial sup- 
port to the Indonesian military, although it is 
well-known that civilians in Aceh have been 
suffering at the hands of the military since 1975. 

The Free Aceh Movement succeeded in shut- 
ting down this facility in March. The US gov- 
ernment supports the Indonesian government’s 
campaign against the Free Aceh Movement. 

Activists see this exploitation of indigenous 
people in the developing world as closely re- 
lated to the exploitation of the working class in 
industrial countries. 


Thousands of Miners — 
Occupy La Paz 


Around noon on June 7", 12,000 miners 
converged on the city of La Paz. Bolivia, de- 
manding $100 million to revive the industry 
and vowing to stage daily marches and block- 
ades if the demand is not met.The miners come 
from some 500 cooperative mining camps in 
the Altiplano region. They began their march 
from the city of Oruro on June 5" and moved 
quickly to avoid police response. 

The money demanded is to finance the re- 
vival of 514 mining cooperatives nationwide. 
These include 50,000 members and provide a 
livelihood for 300,000 people, accounting for 
35 percent of the country’s mineral exports. 
The protesters are also asking for new rights 
to mine on government land and concessions 
similar to those given to the multinationals. 
They want a single tax and access to the stores 
and reserves of Comibol, the state mining con- 
cern, electricity for their facilities, equipment 
and machinery from the former Mining Bank, 
and a nationwide law covering mining con- 
tracts. The miners are also calling for improve- 
ments in the highway system, housing, social 


insurance, debt forgiveness and elimination of f 


the Mining Ministry. They are demanding par- 
ticipation in the management of Comibol. 

All along the march, miners called on local 
residents to unite in the struggle “against this 
corrupt and exploitative government.” Thou- 
sands called for the government to honor its 
promise to reinvest in the mines. 

On June 8", some miners took over the su- 
preme court building and dynamited it. An- 
other group attempted to enter the Hotel 
Presidente to settle accounts with high 
officials. The main part of the march tried to 
reach the legislature building but was brutally 
repressed by police. Two miners were seri- 
ously injured and dozens were detained. The 
miners were able to force the police to retreat. 

This protest coincides with protests and 
general strikes throughout the country by small 
debtors, truckers and prisoners, For more info. 
contact Juventudes Libertarias (Anarchist 
Youth), email: jjll_bolivia@ hotmail.com 
web: http://www.come.to/jlb 
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Mumia Breaks Silence on Police 


Shooting, Publicly Denies Killing Cop 


By Christine Geovanis 


On Friday, May 4, attorneys for radical journalist and death row inmate 
Mumia Abu-Jamal released an affidavit from their client in which Mumia 
for the first time definitively denied any role in the 1981 killing of Philadel- 
phia police officer Daniel Faulkner. Mumia’s statement marks the first 
time he has publicly spoken out about details of what occurred the night 
Faulkner was killed. 

“I never confessed to anything because I had nothing to confess to,” 


Mumia states in his affidavit. “I never said I shot the policeman. I did not 


shoot the policeman. I never said I hoped he died. I would never say 
something like that.” Police have asserted that Mumia shouted, “I shot the 
motherfucker and I hope he dies,” after he was brought to the hospital for 
treatment for a gunshot wound that occurred at the scene of the incident — - 
a charge Mumia’s affidavit flatly refutes. 

Mumia’s statement, dated May 3, was accompanied by an affidavit that 
Jamal’s brother, William Cook, provided in late April, in which Cook also 
for the first time definitively denied that either he or Mumia played 
any role in Faulkner’s death. Cook’s affidavit also states that he 
would have been willing to step forward on Mumia’s behalf much 
earlier, in both 1999 and at Mumia’s post conviction relief 
proceedings in 1995, if he’d been asked by Mumia’s former 
legal team. 

On Friday, Mumia’s Rae also released a 1999 
affidavit from Arnold Beverly, who alleges that he played ` 
a role in the assassination of Faulkner — shooting 
Faulkner in the face — and which also asserts that 
Mumia played no role in Faulkner’s killing. In his - 
statement, Beverly asserts that Faulkner had been 
targeted by the mob and crooked Philly cops for 
execution because he’d “interfered with the graft 
and payoffs made to allow illegal activity includ 
ing prostitution, gambling, drugs without pros 
ecution in the center city area.” 

“Mumia Abu-Jamal was in the wrong place at the 4 
wrong time when a hit was in progress on a police officer who 
was Causing problems interfering with police corruption,” Los: 
Angeles lawyer Eliot Lee Grossman, a member of Mumia’s new legal team, 
told the Philadelphia Inquirer on May 4. 

Mumia’s public pronouncement of his innocence, along with the release 
of the Cook and Beverly affidavits and additional information attesting to 








rampant corruption on the Philly police department at the time, is ex- 


pected to intensify international pressure for a new trial in the case. Mumia 
has garnered support from groups and individuals that range from Holly- 
wood luminaries to European trade unions. Supporters held a ‘Free Mumia 
Encampment’ in front of Philadelphia’ S city hall from May 11-13, with 
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“This information represents the first accurate accounting of what really 
happened on December 9, 1981.” says Tracy Kostenbader of the Chicago 
Committee to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal. who’s been working on Mumia’s 
case since 1991. “These affidavits from Mumia and his brother represent’ 
Statements of fact, based on their recollection of what happened that night 
nearly 20 years ago — nota theory or a fabrication. We plan to fight like hell 
to see that the truth prevails.” 

Mumia fired his long-time attorneys Leonard Weinglass, Dan Williams, 































and the rest of his legal team in early March of this year, after Mumia 
learned in late February that Williams planned to publish an ‘inside ac- 
count’ of the case. According to press reports, both Weinglass and Will- 
iams have declined to elaborate on why they chose not to use Beverly’s 
June 1999 affidavit, which prosecutors have vigorously derided as a ‘fab- 
rication.’ 

Mumia’s new legal team — Grossman, Marlene Kamish of Chicago, Brit- 
ish barrister Nick Brown of London, and J. Michael Farrell of Philadelphia 
— filed Notices of Appearance with the US district court on Friday, effec- 
tively granting them formal standing as Mumia’s new legal team. Reports 
and rumors have circulated for years that Faulkner’s killing may have been 
related to a mob hit or police corruption. But Mumia’s new legal team is 
clearly less reticent than his former attorneys in openly pressing forward 
with this new accounting of Faulkner’s shooting — and with public pro- 
nouncements from Mumia and Cook that attest to Mumia’s innocence. 


Despite prosecutors’ claims to the press that Beverly’s affidavit is ‘ri- - 
diculous,’ the Philadelphia police department’s long tradition of cor 


ruption and criminal wrongdoing remains undisputed. Hundreds of 
criminal prosecutions were reversed and the city of Philadelphia 
was forced to pay out millions of dollars in settlements in the 
wake of a police scandal that broke in 1995. Charges of police 
wrongdoing related to the scandal date back at least a decade 
prior to 1995, with civilians alleging police wrongdoing that 
ranged from coerced confessions and planted evidence to 
assault and torture. In December of 2000, public debate 
=, on the topic erupted again nationally when an ABC 
„> helicopter crew released video tape showing Philadel- 
= phia police beating and kicking a suspect accused of 
shooting a police officer and stealing a police car. Rela- 
# tives of the beating victim, 30-year-old Thomas Jones, 
* have hotly contested official versions of the incident, ar- 
guing that Jones did not fire a gun and fled only because 
police were beating him. Philadelphia police brutality op- 
ponents have charged that the 1995 police corruption 
+ scandal and Jones’ beating underscore a decades-long pat- 
tern of police lawlessness and abuse. 
~ In the meantime, Mumia’s stay of execution remains in place while he 
and his legal team await a ruling from U.S. District Judge William H. Yohn 
Jr. on whether Mumia will be granted new evidentiary hearings. Yohn could 
choose instead to decide the appeal based on Mumia’s trial and appeals 
records in the state courts, which legal experts and his supporters have 
charged were deeply flawed. _ 
“Mumia has argued that is constitutional rights were violated during 
both his 1982 trial before Common Pleas Judge Albert F. Sabo and ina 
1995 state post- -conviction appeal hearing over which Sabo also presided. 


‘king of death as for his record of sentencing more defendants to death 
than any other sitting judge in the nation. Sabo served as Philadelphia's 
undersheriff for 16 years before being elected to the bench. 

For more information, contact: Int’] Concerned Family & Friends 
of Mumia Abu-Jamal: 215-476-8812 International Action Center: 
212-633-6646 Free Mumia Coalition: 212-330-8029 Refuse & Resist: 


212-713-5657. On the web, see www.indymedia.org, www.mumia.org ` 


or www.freemumia.com. 


Corporate Media Misses South American Re- 
sistance to Free Trade, Capitalism and Police 


By Sismondi 


Civil unrest throughout South and Central 
America sends a message to the North. “Global- 
ize resistance” has been a popular slogan often 
used on placards as a way to mock the globaliza- 
tion of markets sought by capitalists. Sometimes, 
to observers subjected to news coverage offered 
by the corporate media, this is interpreted as an 
ironic statement. Where were the South-Ameri- 
can workers in Québec City? The South-Asian 
sweatshop workers in Seattle? To borrow a faux- 
pas from Mexican Coca-Cola executive turned 
politician, Vicente Fox: “It’s very easy to protest 
when you have a job, when you have food on the 
table. like those protesters have.” . 

The protesters in question certainly wondered 
if Vicente Fox sunk into a lapse and forgot about 
his own privilege. Unlike the Mexican president’s 
insinuation, it is mostly poverty and frustration 
against the tactics of capitalism that are leading 
the people of Central and South America to agi- 
tation. And if it weren't for the lack of media 
coverage on the civil unrest in the southern por- 
tion of theAmerican continent, no one would 


doubt. even slightly, the activists’messages of 


“global resistance.” 

In April, in Bolivia, at least 30,000 people 
participated in the two-week long “March for 
Life and Sovereignty” that was attacked with 
tear gas once it reached thecapital, La Paz. Now. 
retirees are staging a hunger strike to demand 
raises in their pensions. But with unrest comes 
police violence, and on May 9" in Guatemala. 
this violence was in the form of gunshots that 


‘similar scene only a day 


lead to the death of a 14-year-old protester. 
Rosalio Castellanos, and to severe injuries to at 
least five others. 

500 local fishers protested the decision taken 
by privately-owned shrimp companies to fence 


off shrimp breeding grounds.When the group of 


fishers proceeded to remove the fence, the com- 
panies’ representatives requested police inter- 
vention. The police opened fire on the protest- 
ers. It is a feeling of desperation that emanates 
from this particular protest in Guatemala, and a 
feeling of tension expressed by the police. Per- 
haps even more distressing is the suspicious lack 
of coverage on this issue by the majority of the 
corporate media. In many cases they opt instead 
to cover the death of a 
nun-in Guatemala {an 
American nun. ofcourse) 
while continuing their 
coverage of politicians 
claiming that’ free trade” 
is the end of all worries 
in Central and South 
America. 

Panama was also the 
unfortunate host of a 





later.when the police 
opened fire on protest- 
ers demonstrating 
against a 66%increase in 
bus fare and against 
neoliberalism. It was re- 
ported to be the most 
violent demonstration 
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since the US invasion in 1989.The two events 
constrast greatly: a military invasion and an in- 
crease from 15 to 25 cents in bus fares. 

These are only examples of some recent events 
that were not readily available through the cor- 
porate media. This does not include the Colom- 
bian guerillas suffering from an American-im- 
posed drug war, the Peruvian guerillas, the May 
Day events in the Americas and the Zapatistas 
in Mexico, to name but a few. The readiness for 
change coming from below the Mexican-Ameri- 
can border demands to be met by its Northern 
equivalents. 


Contact the author at sismondi @ochlocracy.org 
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To the Global Civil society. 


CIA Office - SISDE headquarters. 


We have learned from the Italian media that in a meeting held in Rome on 
May 24, the Italian and the US government have decided to declare war to 
the multitude of brothers and sisters that will gather in Genoa against the - 


- G8 meeting scheduled for July. 


Your choice to deploy your armies and special forces against humanity, 


takes you closer to your allies in the global south 
where everyday they kill, starve, and persecute 
those who don’t accept the neoliberal exploita- 
tion. 

All over the planet your soldiers use guns against 
the ideas and the dreams about a different world, a 
world that would include other worlds. 

In your Genoa meeting too, you want to im- 
pose a world that is exclusive, a world where the 
only ideology is that of money, profit, market, 
goods and bodies. Your world is an empire, you 
are the emperors and billions of people are simply 
your subjects. 

From the outskirts of this empire, from the sev- 
eral worlds that resist and grow dreaming of a bet- 
ter life for all, today, we, rebel subjects, formally 
declare war on you. 

This is a choice that you made. We prefer peace, 
and this decision will mean defying your arrogance 
and your power, but we have to do it. 

It is our duty to try to stop you in order to end 
injustice. 

It is our duty to give voice to our brothers and 
sisters of the world who are suffering because of 
you. ; 

It is our duty not to surrender to the fear of 
your armies and to raise our heads. 


It is our duty becatige we declare wars only when we are obliged to do 
To the Italian Defence Committee - Chief of Staff. SO. 


To the Italian Government - The Prime Minister - The President of the 


But if we have to Choose between fighting your occupying troops and 
Republic of Italy US Army Chief of Staff - Américan Embassy in Rome 


passive acceptance, Wë have no doubts. We will fight. 


We formally annoiifice we are going on the war-path too. We will be in 


World Bank in September 2000 


Ya Basta faces off against Czech Police in protest against the IMF and 


Genoa and our army of dreamers, poor, children, indios of the world, 
women, men, gay, lesbians, artists, workers, old and young people, whites, 
blacks, yellows and rēgs will disobey your impositions. 


Our army was foriiéd to be disbanded but only after your defeat. Today 
we say “YA BASTA}' 


Se Sa 
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Asian Youth Say ‘This Far and No Further!’ 


BACKGROUND TO THE EVENTS 

In the weeks leading up to the Oldham Riot in 
the end of May, the National Front had been 
trying to capitalise on an attack on an old white 
pensioner which the local police had described as 
a “racial attack” despite the victim and his family 
saying this was not true. The NF have tried, not 
very successfully, to organise provocative 
marches while the British National Party have 
hoped to capitalise on the street activity through 
standing their leader. Nick Griffin, in the local 
constituency i 

The police lies have been en- 
thusiastically taken up by both 
the local and the national me- 
dia. The main local paper, the 
Oldham Chronicle, has been in 
the forefront of spreading the 
racist agenda of the local police 
force for months. 

When questioned about the 
truth behind the attack, after asking the views of 
local Asian community members, the local po- 
lice said “you must have been talking to the only 
two people who can read:and write.” Police sta- 
tistics on “racial incidents” — all very debatable, 
you only have to look at who are making them — 
were loudly and uncritically trumpeted for show- 
ing supposed increases in “racial crime” by a 
layer of young Asians. Such statistics — even if 
true — could equally be presented as an increase 
in the willingness to fight back when provoked. 

This same media forgot to mention that it was 
the Asian community who caught and turned the 
idiot muggers in. They also forgot to mention the 
rising tide of physical attacks local Asian people 
have been facing. Recently, a local Asian taxi driver 
only narrowly escaped with his life after being 
forced to get in the trunk of his own car which 
the racists then tried to set afire. Asian taxi driv- 












ers say they are regularly attacked or robbed by 
white pick-ups going home late at night and by 
call outs from the more racist estates in the area. 
Many have given up out of fear, but this story 
wasn’t “juicy” enough for the press and radio. 

While the NF and BNP were able to do what 
they wanted, anti-Fascists leafleting in opposi- 
tion to the electoral campaign have been COR- 
stantly stopped and harassed by the police fay 
weeks. As for the local Asian community — they 
were informed by police (which the police now’ 
deny) that they should stay out of the centre of 


The big question is what now? While 
younger ones may be happy just boasting 
about their role in the riots, many others 
are now looking at how they can continue 
to defend their communities. 


town during the NF march days. This was. the 
Opposite reality behind the media created myth 
of a “no-go” zone. 

A member of the Bangladeshi Youth Associa- 
tion said: “For the past fortnight Asian kids fee! 
they have been asked to stand back while 


skinheads walk around town handing out litera- 


ture.” 

On Monday, May 21*, prior to the riot. out- 
side a local school, a small group of white former 
pupils arrived at the school gates, taunting Asians 
and blacks and threatening staff. We do not know 
the role that far-right propaganda campaign had 
played in this. This continued for four days, un- 
til the police were called. A group of Asian pu- 
pils that retaliated were arrested. This was not a 
new experience for Asian youth in Oldham, 

Despite this. on the previous cancelled NE 
march, 200-300 Asian youth turned out to gree} 
the elusive street fighters of the “master race” 
alongside other anti-fascists. The planned rally 
was then cancelled by the self-appointed “com- 
munity leaders” and the ANL on the basis that 
they had already been “victorious.” 

THE MOOD IN THE 
WAKE OF THE RIOTS 

The Saturday of the uprising had “become 

known as ‘no-go day’ or ‘National Front Day’ 





among Oldham Asians and blacks” according to 
the Independent. The Asian youth knew what 
they were fighting. 

Talking to local youths it is clear that any illu- 
sions in the neutrality of “law and order” and the 
police — that some community “leaders” have 
tried to impress upon them in the past — have 
been completely shattered. Politicians of all ma- 
jor parties were also attacked as hyporites. 

The self appointed community “leaders” and 
local Asian councillors, who now call for “calm” 
and ‘‘peace” spent much of their time in the cen- 
tre of Oldham working to “‘co- 
ordinate” police strategy 
alongside the law. There was 
anger at these individuals, es- 
pecially those who turned out 
for the media in their best suits 
to condemn the riots (along- 
side many others). 

The big question is what 
now? While younger ones may 
be happy just boasting about their role in the 
riots, many others are now looking at how they 
can continue to defend their communities. 

While the role of the both fascists and the po- 
lice in sparking these events is clear, a number of 
the youth are already saying that these issues 
must be linked to the wider ones effecting both 
Asian and white people in Oldham. Unemploy- 
ment, poor housing and Jack of youth facilities 
are all issues concerning the youth. The burning 
anger against the fascists is just the latest after 
years of feeling treated as second-class citizens. 

It was very encouraging that a layer of the 
youth involved in recent events are already say- 
ing that they see campaigning on these wider 
issues as a way of cutting across divisions. The 
cuts presently being made in Oldham will inevi- 
tably make matters worse — although we suspect 
that the police budget will not be effected! The 
danger is that without a clear opposition work- 
ing class people will end up fighting one another 
over the few crumbs that are left. 
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Huge Protests in Colombia 
Against Neo-Liberalism 


Tens of thousands of teachers, state workers 
and students protested budget reforms man- 
dated in agreements between Colombia and the 
International Monetary Fund. 

Marches took place in the capital and most 
major cities Thursday, June 7", and hooded 
youths bashed in windows at some businesses 
in Bogota. Police and demonstrators were in- 
jured when riot police cleared a blocked high- 
way in the northeastern city of Bucaramanga. 

The demonstrators oppose a law moving 
through Colombia’s congress that would con- 
trol the growth of federal outlays to states and 
municipalities. The law appears near final pas- 
sage, after which it must be signed by President 
Andres Pastrana. 

About 300,000 teachers and 125,000 public 
health workers have been on strike or partici- 
pating in work slowdowns since May to pro- 
test the measure, being enacted in return for 
loans from the IMF. 

On June 7", police stationed riot units and 
armored vehicles with water cannons around 
the capital, and dispatched helicopters over the 
city to deter violence. Bogota banned liquor sales 
indefinitely and the carrying of weapons until 
June 11". Highways were blocked in at least 
three states. 

Gloria Ramirez, the president of the Colom- 
bian Federation of Teachers, said the protests 
were not only against the controversial budget 
cuts but the entire “neoliberal model” she said 
was being imposed on the country from abroad. 


Anarchist Convicted 
in Oregon 


A judge convicted anarchist Jeffrey ‘Free’ 
Luers on Tuesday, June 5", on 10 charges for 
an arson at a truck dealership and an attempted 
arson at an oil company. Luers, 22, faces any- 
where from 7 1/2to 75 years in prison. He was 
not sentenced as of press time. 

Co-defendant Craig ‘Critter’ Marshall took 


| Jidham Riots: Media Hypocrisy & Police Lies i __ |@plea bargain earlier in the trial and was sen- 


tenced to 5 1/2 years in prison, of which he| = 


must serve at least two. 


Harvard Students Sit-in as 
part of Living Wage 
Campaign for Workers 


Harvard University students occupied the 
president of the university’s office for three 
weeks in May, demanding the school pay its 
empoyees a minimum hourly wage of $10.25 

The students ended the sit-in after the ad- 
ministration agreed to create a committee that 
will make recommendations on the university’s 
policies and employment practices for lower- 
paid workers. 


World Bank Cancels 
Barcelona Summit 


The World Bank cancelled its summit in 
Barcelona fearing disruptions from demonstra- 
tors. Protesters from around the world planned |. 
a convergence there June 25 for the 2001 An- 
nual Bank Conference on Development Eco- 
nomics. World Bank announced that the meet- 
ing will take place online instead. _ 


SOA 26 Sentenced | 


A Georgia judge sentenced 26 social justice 
activists for their role in protests against the 
US Army School of the Americas in Fort 


‘| Benning Georgia. 


Most of the activists, ranging in age from 19 
to 88, were sentenced to six months in jail, 
though some received shorter sentences or pro- 
bation. One activist was sentenced to one year 
in prison. Nine were given fines ranging from 
$150 to $3,000 for their role in trying to shut 
the military base down. 

Activists say SOA is a torture school where 
the US government teaches the Latin American 
students to suppress and kill dissidents in their 
home countries. During trial, they cited the thou- 
sands of citizens murdered by SOA graduates 
in Central and South America. 

Days after the sentencing, nine were arrested 
at the school in protest of the harsh sentences. 

For more information. see www.soaw.org or 
http://atlantaindymedia.org. 
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The most important, practical sense in which the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers shares an organizing culture with the IWW is 
in the emphasis on consciousness as the basis of action. We have 
several mottos that serve to express the practical/philosophical 
bases of our organization, one of which is “Consciousness + Com- 
mitment = Change.” The saying places consciousness as the fun- 
damental, first ingredient in the process of making change, as it 
was in the work of the IWW. And, as with the IWW (as well as the 
peasant movements of today in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
from which we also draw a great deal of inspiration for our orga- 
nizing approach), we use images, art, theater, and music to capture 


the problems of low wage workers’ lives, present those problems 


for reflection, and arrive at a unified, class-based solution to those 
problems. 

Joe Hill’s claim to fame was his ability to draw simple, but 
powerful, images and to compose moving songs that workers across 
the different ethnic and linguistic groups, literate or not, could use 
to learn of the ideology of the [WW and share their ideology as 
workers across otherwise divisive ethic lines. Much of our work 
is directed toward the same objective, and if you get a chance to 
come down you can see some of the collected archives of the art 
and theater of our struggle. 

The composition of our membership and our community, of 
course, is another dimension of our reality in which we find a lot of 
resonance with the IWW. Like the Wobblies, CIW members are 
recently arrived immigrants, speaking a multitude of languages 
with a higher illiteracy rate than the rest of the country, the most 
transient of laborers in the country today, and the absolutely poor- 
est of all workers in the country today. All those considerations 
serve to make a successful organizing approach with undocumented 
farmworkers in Immokalee very different from that employed in 
organizing an auto plant or a service workers in more stable, less 
diverse, more affluent labor forces. 

That reality forces us to be more political, more public, more 
class conscious, than other worker organizations, as does the fact 


that farmworkers are excluded from the National Labor Relations 
Act, leaving. farmwork. thesone majorsin¢ 
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of workplace or company, 
nship with the companies 

l and respeét for workers, a better “going 
RA verall better conditigfs that arise from the increased 
leverage staked out by the workers coming together against the 


industry as a whole. Our strikes haye always been industry-wide, 
even including the active participation of workers across indus- 
tries, as illustrated by orange picke¢s and day-haul workers strik- 
ing together with tomato pickers ff a raise in the tomato picking 


piece rate. Workers come togetheF jn this way in our actions be- 
cause the actions are based on a brgad class c 
not workplace-specific. i 

And the beautiful time-worn Slogan of “An injury to one is an 
injury to all” has been a practical, fgąj rallying cry in our history as 
an organization, capturing a Momé}it that is as important as any in 
our history. In 1996, one of members came into the office in the 
afternoon covered in blood — he had been beaten severely for the 
crime of wanting to take a drink 6f water in the field when his 


supervisor didn’t want him to. Reéatings were a commonplace 
occurrence in the fields before the CTW, but as one of our first 


campaigns we decided to establish a new relationship with the 
community's immediate employéfs, the crew leaders, many of 
whom live here in town. With that beating, we organized a march 
of 400-500 members, at night, tg the house of the crew leader 
responsible for the beating and degjared, in exact terms and with 
one voice, that an injury to one CIW member is an injury to all. 
Never before had a message like that been heard in this town, 


where a culture of individualism aq fear had predominated, and 
never before had the worker coMMihity itself, as a community, so 


powerfully confronted such a loga} “caudillo” as that crew leader 
and his family. That march declared that things had forever changed 
here in Immokalee, and as evidengg there has not been a single case 
of violence against workers in Immgkalee since that time five years 
ago. No crew leader wants to expé#jence the same kind of humili- 
ation and fear upon his family ag jhe guy in that case did, and 


accordingly no one dares to beat {heir workers in the fields any 
more. 


While traditional mainstream labsf unions would rarely, if ever, 
engage in such tactics, that is something the IWW would do be- 


cause it actively seeks to build the Rewer and the voice of workers 
as a class. Our focus on conscioushess, on grassroots leadership, 


on the general strike.as our primafy weapon, on working with a 
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IMC, FBI Free Speech Battle... 











ing our focus on the industry as a whole rather than on any par- 
ticular worksite, on community as well as labor issues (like the 
freedom of speech fights), all those things bring us to feel a real, 
practical kinship with the IWW. 

Though the wage system is a little more well-established today 
than it was a century ago, when capitalism was just defining itself 
and the alternatives were just as possible as the further develop- 
ment of capitalism itself, the [WW distinguished itself more in the 
way it worked than in its goals (which all kinds of political parties 
and labor organizations shared at the time without nearly the im- 
pact that the IWW managed to have). It was the IWW’s real, 
concrete, hardnosed approach to organizing the most difficult com- 
munity of workers to organize (the community that big labor 
rejected, but the community where class consciousness was most 
alive because of the desperation of its conditions) that distinguised 
the [WW most effectively and it is that approach that we feel a 
strong association with, though there are obvious differences. 





CIW: www.cIw-ONLINE.oRG 
IWW: www.Iww.orG 





federal law allows the Attorney General ever to 
approve such an investigation of US press enti- 
ties to facilitate a foreign investigation. Accord- 
ing to IMC counsel Lee Tien of the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, “This kind of fishing expe- 
dition is another in a long line of over-broad and 
onerous attempts to chill political speech and 
activism. Back in 1956, Alabama tried to force 
the NAACP to give up its membership lists — 
but the Supreme Court stopped them. This or- 
der to IMC, even without the ‘gag,’ is a threat to 


‘free speech, free association, and privacy.” 


Responding to questions from IMC volun- 
teers, the agents claimed that their investigation 
concerned the source of either one or two postings 
which, they said, had been posted to an IMC 
newswire early Saturday morning. These posts, 
according to the agents, contained documents sto- 
len from a Canadian government agency, includ- 
ing classified information related to the travel 
itinerary of George W. Bush (who was at that 
time in Quebec City, participating in Summit of 
the Americas meetings). Agents claimed that the 
Secret Service was notified of the existence of 
such posts by a tip from an (unnamed) major 
commercial news network. 

The agents were unable to provide URL ad- 
dresses or titles for the postings they described. 
Additionally, the- court order contained a non- 
working IP address, rather than an address as- 
signed to any of the IMC sites. IMC volunteers 
nevertheless were able to identify two articles 
posted to the Montreal IMC which partially 
matched the agents’ incomplete description. 
These articles, posted first in French and then in 
English translations (http:// 
montreal.indymedia.org/ 
front.php3?article_id=SO5 . 514 and 515), con- 
tain sections of documents purportedly stolen 
from a Quebec City police car during anti-FTAA 
demonstrations: the documents detail police 


strategies for hindering protesters’ mass action. 


It does not appear that any materials were posted 
to any [MC site containing Bush travel plans. 

Although the agents were concerned with only 
two posts. the court order demands “all user 
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_ tutional Rights, comments that “the over-broad 


connections logs” for a 48-hour period, which 
would include individual IP addresses for every 
person who posted materials to or visited the 
IMC site during the FTAA protests. IMC legal 
counsel Nancy Chang, of the Center for Consti- 


sweep of the information demanded by the FBI 
raises the disturbing question of whether the or- 
der is calculated to discourage association with 
the IMC.” 

The agents arrived at the IMC around 7pm. 
Seattle IMC volunteers had been busy all after- 
noon gathering regional IMC coverage of FTAA 
protests underway in Seattle and Blaine, Wash- 
ington, and coordinating coverage with other sites 
on the IMC nets#ork. Several visitors were also 
in the IMC at the time using public computers. d beyond the confines of 
While agents were speaking with one staff volun- % 
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Story as iftdntinues to unfold. 

The Seattle Independent Media Center was 
launched in Fall 1999 to provide immediate, au- 
thentic, grassroots coverage of protests against 
ihe WTO. Just a year and a half later, the IMC 
fetwork has reached around the world, with doz- 
ens of sites scattered across six continents. IMCs 
are autonomously organized and administered, 
Büt share collective organizational principles and 


terrible things going on at the Seattle IMC, then 
finding their posts removed from view minutes 
later. Volunteers called off this clumsy attempt at 
rumor control around midnight, when it became 





On May 8th, the Ohio Valley IMC was served with a subpoena directing them to appear 
before an Ohio grand jury Friday May 11th, and to hand over server log information related to a 
particular article posted to their open-publishing newswire. This development comes as the 
Seattle IMC remains burdened with an FBI court order seeking the surrender of server logs, also 
in relation to newswire postings. Unlike the court order served to the Seattle IMC. the Ohio 
Valley subpoena was not issued under seal. and the server log request applied to a single post 
rather than to two days of website traffic. Because the subpoena was issued. improperly (Via 
email and outside jurisdiction), Ohio Valley IMC chose to ignore the subpoend and did not appear 


The posting in question includes what might be interpreted as an implied thirea 





certain technological resources. Each IMC’s news 
coverage centers upon its open-publishing 

newswire, an innovative and democratizing sys- 

tem allowing anyone with access to an Internet 

connection to become a journalist, reporting on 

events from his or her own perspective rather 
than being forced to rely on the narrow range of 
views presented by corporate-owned mainstream 

media sources. | 

During last weekend’s widespread protests 

.against a proposed Free Trade Area of the Ameri- 

cas, many IMC sites collaborated to produce 

comprehensive coverage of demonstrations tak- 

ing place in Quebec City and Sao Paulo, as well 

as solidarity protests in cities across the US and 

along the Mexican and Canadian borders. The 

breadth and depth of coverage produced by the 

IMC’s global network eclipsed that of many cor- 

porate media outlets. < 

Seattle IMC remains committed to its mission: 

“The Independent Media Center is a grassroots 

organization committed to using media produc- 

tion and distribution as a tool for promoting so- 

cial and economic justice. It is our goal to further 

the self-determination of people under-repre- 

sented in media production and content, and to 

illuminate and analyze local and global issues 

that impact ecosystems, communities and indi- 

viduals. We seek to generate alternatives to the 

biases inherent in the corporate media controlled 

by profit, and to identify and create positive 

models for a sustainable and equitable society.” 





Free The Land... 


continued from page 4 


Washington was an avid victory gardener and 
NY 3 member Jalil Muntaqim contributes many 
ideas to the project. And if a group wants to be 
involved in the food distribution, they must first 
contact Herman. 

The project is an organic, evolving process 
that is based on putting revolutionary ideas into 


practice. Jalil explains that “the road to revolu- 


tion is a process and not an event, and we all 
must be about the process of revolution.” 
The-VGP is a model for community organiz- 
ing; volunteers not only share their labor and 
ideas on the farm, but they then go back to their 


own communities where they develop these ideas 
and get members of their communities talking ` 


and working together. VGP not only supports 
community organizing 
in urban areas, but also 
| Organizes their own 
community by sharing 
set food, encouraging co- 
%4 operative labor and al- 
4 ternatives to the cash- 
| based economy, as well 
i as giving out informa- 
| tion on political pris- 
SSA ONers, the prison-in- 
ee a “4 dustrial complex and 
living a healthy life. 
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with his VGP also bridges 
daughter and the gap between rural 
granddaughter and urban communi- 





_ ties that would otherwise not have much contact 
with each other. The key to understanding the: 


effects of global capitalism, poverty and the prison 
boom lies in analyzing its impact in both rural 
and urban areas. Urban people of color fill the 
prisons built in rural areas. Carol, who grew up 
in rural Maine, says, “because of globalization, 
rural areas have been scoped out for prison con- 


struction because the better jobs are gone and : 


people have to get service industry work. Their 
self-esteem drops, their integrity is diminished. 
The system sets up barriers for low-income 
people to battle amongst themselves. But if 
people rose up against the system and supported 
each other, the system would fall.” 

The Victory Gardens Project is also building 
an alternative to corporate control of the food 
supply. 

“Agribusiness is centralized power that can 
only be done under a system that exploits from 
the top down. It exploits the earth and enslaves 
the people who consume the food and work for 
the production of the food. It is dependent on 
heavy machinery, fossil fuels, and bigger equip- 
ment that means more bankers are involved and 
more debt,” says Michael, a former migrant la- 
borer. 

Considering over 80% of processed food is 
genetically modified, most poor people, espe- 
cially in the inner cities, have little access to 
healthy, organic food. Food production under 
capitalism is a fundamentally racist and classist 
process, as access to healthy, organic food is lim- 


Carnival Against Capitalism... 


continued from page 1 


was pretty damn obvious that the fence was go- 
ing down. People began shaking, pushing, but to 
no avail. Then some brave lunatic climbed to the 
top of the fence and used his/her body weight to 
give the folks pushing at the bottom the extra 
advantage to knock Quebec’s ‘wall of shame’ 
down. The crowd let out a roar and stood its 
ground as riot cops from behind the perimeter 
advanced to dispense the first volley of tear and 
pepper gas. | 

x One comical group wheeled a fully operational 


catapult into the fray and launched teddy bears — 


and other stuffed animals at the riot cops. While 
others, in response to barrage of chemical weap- 
ons, threw rocks and hockey pucks at the ar- 
mored police. Folks equipped with gas masks 
occupied the foreground and did a pretty good 
job at fielding and returning canisters of tear gas. 
Some even used hockey sticks to get the job done. 
Despite the sincere efforts of those fending off 
the chemical weapon attacks, the amount of gas 
used was often overwhelming. Those without 
gas masks were forced into retreat about every 
30 minutes or so as another massive volley of 
tear gas would fall into the crowd. We would 
regroup and move back into the area or find other 
areas with less police presence and attempt to 
compromise the fence at those locations. 

The amount of support given to protesters 
was quite inspiring. Medics roved around in 
small, highly organized teams to help those in- 
jured by the cops. A Cafe shut down on April 
20" and opened up a free food distro in front of 
its doors, serving hot soup and bread to those on 
the streets. Groups of people walked around the 
streets singing inspirational songs for people re- 
treating from tear gas. Many residents played 
music from their windows and provided water to 
protesters. A solid network had formed to really 
support those putting their bodies in the line of 
fire giving real meaning to the chants of solidarity 
in the streets. Morale was pretty high as a result. 

Further, much is to be said for the tight orga- 
nization of the black bloc who had prepared well 
for the confrontations. They provided helmets 
and protective gear to their members who had 
arrived unprepared. In many ways, they were at 
the forefront of attempting to get the tear gas 
canisters back at the cops and led many good 
attempts — some quite successful — at compro- 
mising the security perimeter. They were un- 
doubtedly a force to be reckoned with. 

On the first day of action undercover cops 
arrested anarchist organizer Jaggi Singh, a well 
known figure in mobilizing people for the days 
of actions. At a non-confrontational “green zone” 
protest he was jumped by a group of cops dressed 
as protesters and wearing hooded sweatshirts. 
When friends came to his aid the police identified 
themselves and threw him into a van before people 
had a chance to unarrest him. It took days to 


track him down. He was charged with “posses- 
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sion of a weapon,” the catapult that launched 
fluffy toy animals at the innocent and defense- 
less riot police minding their business attacking 
protesters. He was released on a $3,000 bail on 
Monday, May 7". although he is still facing 


charges. 


On the first day of action, we were successful 
in stalling and nearly shutting down the Summit 
of the Americas. George Bush, advised by the 
Secret Service, refused to give his opening speech 
for several hours until his concerns about 


breaches. of the security perimeter were ad-_ 
‘equately addressed by stepping up police vio- 


lence against protesters. 

On Saturday, April 21“ a large legal rally of 
about 30.00 people was held to decry the FTAA. 
However, many of us chose to go back down- 
town and give shutting down the meetings an- 
other go. The second day of action lost nothing 
in the way of energy and dedication. Between 
20,000 and 30,000 people were out in full force 
including many, many Quebec City residents an- 
gered by the behavior of the cops. Some protest- 
ers used tools to cut through the fence and sabo- 
taged some forklifts that were being used to move 
the security fence back into: place, while others 
continued to face off and retaliate against the 
police attacks. The cops certainly used more ag- 
gressive tactics on the second day including rub- 
ber bullets which caused a slew of serious inju- 
ries including broken bones, groin injuries, and 
one instance where a demonstrator was shot in 
the throat and ended up in intensive care at the 
local hospital. His larynx was crushed, and he 
now has a Six inch steel plate in his throat and 
breathes through a hole in his neck. One can only 


` hope thai the cops who did this will pay, and | 


hardly mean monetarily. 

In the late afternoon the black bloc rallied to 
cause some serious economic damage to those 
that stand to benefit from the FTAA by targeting 
banks and corporate chain stores in downtown 
Quebec. Many banks had their windows smashed 
and some were ever hit by molotov cocktails. As 
night fell. street parties and raves began at differ- 
ent locations in the downtown and people cel- 
ebrated the victories of the days’ actions around 
bonfires, starting drum circles with uprooted 
street signs and trash cans. It was a beautiful 
sight indeed. Simultaneously, street battles with 
the cops persisted until the early hours of the 
morning, and some folks who just couldn’t get 
enough tear gas continued to try to compromise 
the security perimeter. 

On Saturday, we were able to stall the meet- 
ings once again, because much of the tear gas 
used against us flowed back into the security 
perimeter and seeped into the hotel ventilation 
systems where the Summit attendees were stay- 
ing, giving them a taste of their own poison. Nev- 
ertheless, the Organization of American States 
signed on to a deadline to implement the FTAA 
no later than 2005. 
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ited primarily to people with substantial income. 
Meanwhile, poor neighborhoods have liquor 
stores, KFC’s and Mickey D’s. It makes sense 
to develop alternatives that enable low-income 
people and people of color to eat healthy, pre- 
venting the heart disease, asthma and cancer that 
follow poverty. 

VGP members think that 
the way Wall Street maintains 
loyalty to this system is§ 
through consumerism, which 
creates apathy. According to 
Carol, “when people are fe 
working meaningless jobs and & 
have no reason for living other § 
than making money, they got $ 
to have some glossy or high- $ 
tech gratification.” Cristina Be 
Adamo, a core group member 
of the project, points out that Ẹ 
“the instant gratification K 
keeps people distracted from 
real problems.” 

The VGP also articulates a 
vision of liberation that creates independence 
from the global economy. 

“I really see that freedom is connected to re- 
sponsibility. So if you want to be free then you 
have to be responsible for yourself and your sur- 
roundings. So I would challenge people who are 
technophiles to be responsible for their daily 
needs. They’re not producing their own: food, 
they’re not producing their own shelter, they’ re 
not producing their own clothing, they’re not 
taking responsibility for the education of them- 
selves and their children, they’re not taking re- 
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Activists scale ( Quebec’ s ‘wall of shame’ 


Still, in the end we did more than inconve- 
nience a bunch of bureaucrats by delaying their 
meetings. We made a powerful statement against 
capitalist greed too loud to be ignored by the 
corporate media. As a movement we demon- 
strated the strength of decentralized and directly 
democratic forms of organizing to take action. 
And we let North America know Seattle was no 
fluke, that we are continuing to push forward 
and take action against the newly emerging forms 
of capitalism. 

Though the agreement was signed, many op- 
portunities remain to stop the FTAA by orga- 
nizing popular dissent against it. The massive 
protest against the FTAA helped illustrate many 
issues surrounding capitalist globalization and 
helped create a space for debate that would have 
not existed otherwise. Hopefully it was just the 
beginning. At the time of the protests 3 out of 4 
Canadians wanted a vote on whether the FTAA 
would go into effect, and many supported the 








Herman Bell 





sponsibility for their own health. And taking re- 
sponsibility for those things, although it’s really 
difficult in a lot of different ways, is liberating 
and it’s hard to imagine an argument for libera- 
tion and freedom that doesn’t include those 
things,” explains Michael. x 
= The Victory Gardens Project 
#| shows that the havoc created by glo- 
balization can be stopped in a prac- 
tical way on a community-based 
level. From downtown East Orange, 
to the backwoods of Maine, and on 
to the jungles of Chiapas and slums 
of Sao Paolo, people throughout the 
world are losing their livelihoods 
‘| and are forced to become dependent 
on a system that imprisons, starves, 
tortures and kills them for the sake 
of profit. If we are going to build a 
i) real alternative to capitalism, then 
| we can no longer be dependent on it 
to provide basic needs. Instead, we 
need to build a network of self-suf- 
ficient communities who will work 
together and trust and educate each other to sur- 
vive the coming struggles. 

Or as Carol says, “Its all about hope. Hope is 
a big thing.” — 





It’s a new season! The Victory Gardens needs 
volunteers! Write them: Victory Gardens Project, 
RFD 1, Box 6025, Athens Maine, 04912. If your 
community would like to participate in a distri- 
bution, write to Herman Bell, 79C0262, Clinton 
CF, PO Box 2001, Dannemora NY, 12929-2001. 
Contact the author at commonsense @ graffiti net. 





protests against it. With this kind of public opin- 
ion in North America it is certain that the FTAA 
does not have any easy road ahead of it. If people 
continue to organize and fan the flames of dis- 
content there’s no telling what kind of problems 
it might face. So let’s keep up the pressure! 
According to a police press release there were 
463 arrests made. It is crucial that the Quebec 
Legal Defence have the resources to fight some 
of the more serious charges in the courts. To 


make donations, address cheques to “Quebec Le- - 


gal Defence” and mail to: Quebec Legal Defence, 
1615 Bernard. Outremont, Quebec h2v 1x2, 
Canada. 





Contact the author at 
wispy @ defenestrator.org 
or c/o the Defenestrator 
PO Box 30922 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
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When thinking about organizing, about the 
possibilities for movement building, about the 
potential of challenging injustice and fundamen- 
tally altering the relationships of power in this so- % 
ciety — my mind turns to the Civil Rights movement ` 
of the 1950’s and 60’s. More specifically, my atten- : 
tion focuses in on Ella Baker and the Student Non- 
Violent Coordinating Committee who initiated some of the 
most exciting work I’ve ever come across. Today, when I read and 
hear so many debates, dialogues, and discussions about movement 
building and “Where do we go from here?,” I again look to the 
insights and inspiration of Ms. Baker and SNCC. 

The Black liberation struggle and movements for Civil Rights 
have shaped the history of the United States. From slave revolts 
to Ida B. Wells international anti-lynching campaign, from the 
50,000 women in the National Association of Colored Women at 
the beginning of the century to the present struggle against the 
prison industrial complex: these legacies of resistance are at the 
heart of liberation struggles in this country. For white organizers, 
itis key to study these legacies from the understanding that when 
people of color oppose racism they are also re-affirming their 
humanity. In a social order built on white supremacy, people of 
color organizing for justice and dignity challenges the very founda- 


tion of this society. This is why struggles against racism have 


repeatedly been catalysts for revolutionary social change. The 
challenge for me, as a white organizer, is to. apply the insights and 
inspiration from these legacies to the work that I’m currently 
engaged in. The mass actions against global capitalism in the last 
two years have heavily influenced the local work that I do. 

The mass mobilizations in North America opposing corporate 
power and global capitalism — including Seattle, Washington DC, 


Los Angeles, Philadelphia, and ee have een up 1m- — 


portant Conversations about strategy, paT 
racism in white progressive move- £ 


While heen mass actions are con- 
nected to a history of resistance over 
500 years old, they have served this 
generation, particularly white activ- 
ists, as a catalyst for both organizing faq 
and reflection on that organizing. Inf 
particular, they have created open- $ 
ings for broader movement debate and $ 
dialogue. Writings by radicals of color Ẹ 
critiquing the whiteness of these ac 
tions and the ways in which racism 
operates within social change move- 
ments have presented clear challenges Ë 
to white radicals working for social 
change. These challenges and the issues that they bring up are 
Opportunities for growth and learning that white radicals have a 
responsibility to take seriously and engage with. The questions, 
possibilities and challenges coming out of the mass mobilizations 
become concrete when they are connected to the day-to-day work 
that makes the mass actions possible. 

While there are numerous challenges and complex questions to 
be struggling with, the goal of this essay is to look at issues of 
organizing, power and leadership in relationship to anarchist prac- 
tice. Anarchism as a political theory and organizing strategy has 
been overwhelmingly white and therefore influenced and shaped 
by white privilege. White privilege is the flipside of racial oppres- 
sion and each must be challenged in the struggle against white 
supremacy. Additionally, the voices dominating anarchist move- 
ment for well over 100 years have been male and this too has 
shaped much of anarchist thought and action. 

This essay argues that anarchists need to follow the advice of 
Pauline Hwang, an organizer with Colours of Resistance. who 
writes, “Organize from the bottom up. and follow the lead of 
women and people of colour who are organizing at the grassroots 
level.” With that in mind, there are thrée immediate challenges 
which present themselves to white activists generally and white 
anarchists in particular: understanding and dismantling privilege 
and oppression based on race, class and gender; critically examin- 
ing our understandings of power; and rethinking our conception of 
leadership. The most dynamic organizers of the twentieth century 
provide both insights and inspiration in doing this work. 


ELLA BAKER, COMMUNITY ORGANIZING AND 
PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY 
Ella Baker. born in North Carolina in 1905. was politicized and 
radicalized by the poverty of the Great Depression. She partici- 
pated in self-help programs throughout the 30s and developed an 
understanding and respect for the process by which people take 


- control over their own lives while also protesting injustices. 


Inthe late 1930s, Baker became a field organizer for the NAACP. 
She traveled throughout the South and lectured. networked and 
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LESSONS FROM THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT AND 

THOUGHTS ON 
ANARCHIST ORGANIZING 


organized with any person or group of people she could find. She 
stayed with local branches and help organize membership drives. 
She assisted local groups with internal or external problems. How- 
ever, her overall goal of organizing was to bring the NAACP to the 
grassroots. As an organizer, Baker believed very strongly in the 
abilities and the knowledge of local people to address their own 
issues. She believed that the national organization should serve as 
a system of support to offer assistance and resources to local 
campaigns and projects. She believed that organizations needed to 
serve the grassroots that made the organization strong. 

In the early 1940’s she became the assistant field secretary for 
the NAACP and by 1943, she was named the national director of 
branches. Baker describes her years of organizing with the NAACP 
and what she tried to accomplish as follows: “My basic sense of 
it has always been to get people to understand that in the long run, 
they themselves are the only protection they have against vio- 
lence and injustice. People have to be made to understand that 
they cannot look for salvation anywhere but themselves.” 
Baker’s organizational style actively worked to keep people in- 
formed and empowered, with the 
goal of People organizing them- 


amts na peii a “strong 


— = = leader; rather they need an orga- 


nization that can provide mutual 
aid and solidarity. Those views 


ent then those of the national 
44 NAACP. In fact, Baker became 
A critical of the national NAACP’s 
failure to support the develop- 
ment of self-sufficient local 
groups, as it failed to help “local 
leaders develop their own lead- 
ership potential.” In response to 
the unsupportive stance of the 
national NAACP, Baker began organizing regional gatherings to 
bring people together, help develop local leadership and organiz- 
ing skills, and build communities of support and resistance. 

This is an example of Baker’s commitment to bottom up orga- 
nizing that values the work of developing relationships between 
people and building trust, respect and power on a grassroots level. 
She believed in participatory democracy, not just in theory or on 
paper. but in the messy and complex world of practice: where 
mistakes are made, decision-making is tough, and the process of 
growth is slow. 

In her essay, “Ella Baker and the Origins of ‘Participatory De- 
mocracy’,” Carol Mueller breaks down Ms. Baker’s conception 
of participatory democracy into three parts: an appeal for 
grassroots involvement of people throughout society in the deci- 
sions that control their lives; the minimization of hierarchy and 
the associated emphasis on expertise and professionalism as a 
basis for leadership; and a call for direct action as an answer to 
fear, alienation and intellectual detachment. 

The call for direct action was one of Baker’s main strategies for 
creating meaningful social change. She argued that it is the people 
themselves who create change; that not only does direct action 
challenge injustice in society, but that ultimately individuals con- 
front the oppression in their own heads and begin the process of 
self-transformation and self-actualization. 

For Baker, direct action was about achieving immediate goals, 
but it was also deeply connected to developing a sense of power in 
the people involved. It is this sense of power that would change 
people far beyond winning the immediate goals and help build a 
sustainable movement with long-term commitment and vision. It 
would also hopefully impact people’s perceptions of themselves 
in relationship to the world and open up greater possibilities for 
happiness and satisfaction. 

Ms. Baker had an innovative understanding of leadership, an 
idea which she thought of in multiple ways: as facilitator, creating 
processes and methods for others to express themselves and make 
decisions: as coordinator, creating events, situations and dynam- 





Sagi Jra but it was Ella Baker who ho opened, and ra lran.the grou 


Jon organizing were very differ- ` 
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ics that build and strengthen collective efforts; and as teacher/ 

educator, working with others to develop their own sense of power, 

capacity to organize and analyze, visions of liberation and ability 

to act in the world for justice. Ms. Baker believed good leadership 

created opportunities for others to realize and expand their own 

talents, skills and potential to be leaders themselves. This did not 

mean that she didn’t challenge or struggle with people over politi- 

cal questions and strategies. Rather, that she struggled with peoples 
over these questions to help develop principled and strategic lead- 

ership capable of organizing for social transformation. 

Baker described good leadership as group-centered leadership. 
Group-centered leadership means that leaders form in groups and 
are committed to building collective power and struggling for col- 
lective goals, rather than leader-centered groups, in which the group 
is dedicated to the goals and power of that leader. 

Baker’s commitment to participatory democracy led her to re- 
sign as the national director of branches of the NAACP in 1946. 
She moved to New York to care for her niece and became the local 
branch director and immediately began taking the organization to 
the grassroots; out of the offices and into the streets. 

Once the campaign came to an end in 1956, with a major victory 
against segregation on the city buses, In Friendship put forward a 
proposal to the local leadership of Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
others. Ella Baker, Bayard Rustin and Stanley Levinson approached 
Dr. King with the idea of an organizational structure to help net- 
work and build a Southern movement against segregation. They 
believed that Montgomery had shown that “the center of gravity 
had shifted from the courts to community action” and that now 
was the time to strike. In 1957, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference was founded. The SCLC was intended to be a network 
of local leaders and communities coordinating their actions and 
providing assistance to one another. The SCLC was also formed 
around the strategy of getting more clergy members to involve 
themselves and their church communities in the Civil Rights _ 
struggle. SCLC started with sixty-five affiliates throughout the 
South. The recognized leader of SCLC was Martin Luther King, 





Atlanta, and she used her connections throug iout the South: to to lay 
the groundwork for the organization. The two principal strategies 
of SCLC, laid out at the group’s founding conference, were build- 
ing voter power in the Black community and mass direct action 
against segregation. Baker spent two and a half years as the acting 
executive director of SCLC. She ran the Atlanta office and traveled 


-throughout the South building support for the organization. The 


first project was the Crusade for Citizenship, which aimed at 
doubling the number of Black votes in the South within a year. 
With hardly any resources and little support from the other lead- 
ers of SCLC, over thirteen thousand people came together in over 
22 cities to plan and initiate the campaign. 

During her time organizing with SCLC, her relationship with 
the leadership began to wane. While Ms. Baker continued her 
work building a bottom up, grassroots powered organization, oth- 
ers in SCLC consolidated their adherence to the strategy of the 
charismatic leader-centered group style that formed around King. 
In addition to this, she was never officially made the executive 
director during her tenure as ‘acting’ executive director. Baker said 
that she was never made official because she was neither a minister 
nor a man. The failure to recognize and respect women’s leader- 
ship was a major weakness in the SCLC and other formations of 
the Civil Rights movement. 

STUDENT NON-VIOLENT COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE AND THE ORGANIZING TRADITION 


In 1960, a massive resurgence of Civil Rights activism and di- 
rect action took place amongst students who initiated the sit-in 
movement. which swept through the South like wildfire. Thou- 
sands of students participated in desegregation actions in which 
Black and some white ; 
students would sit at ga 
segregated lunch ESS: 
counters requesting to 
be served and refusing § 
to leave. The sit-ins § 
were dramatic; they : 
brought the tensions § 
of racial apartheid tot 
the surface and often f 
ended with white vio 
lence against the sit-in $ 
protesters. The sit-in $ 
movement erupted $ 
out of previously ex- | 
isting autonomous} 
groups and/or net 
works that had bee 
forming. They were f 

continued on 
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In the summer following his junior year of 
college, together with nearly one thousand other 
Northern college students, Andy Goodman trav- 
eled to Mississippi to participate in Freedom 

Summer 1964. Organized by the Student Non- 
violent Coordinating Committee, Freedom Sum- 
mer was a call to Northern white college students 
to join black Mississippians in the drive to regis- 
ter black voters in the South. SNCC staff mem- 
bers last reported seeing Andy and friends 
Mickey Schwerner and James Cheney, alive on 
June 21“, 1964. The three activists were found 
dead weeks later. Lawrence Rainey, then Neshoba 

County sheriff, was one of seven men later con- 
victed, not of murder, but of “conspiracy to de- 
prive the dead men of their civil rights.” Andy 
Goodman made a heroic decision and cast his 
fate with the Black Freedom Struggle in the Jim 
Crow South. He became one of many martyrs; a 
symbol for people working toward racial justice 
in the United States. 

If you believe the press, both mainstream and 

left, the recent rise in political activism has been 


composed solely of white people who oppose 
| globalization. While the coverage of political ac~ 


tivism tends to ignore the rich and inspiring work 
in communities of color, it is true that white stu- 
dents are on the march, and largely overlooking 
questions of domestic racism in favor of interna- 
tionally flavored anti-corporate activism. People 
of color (as well as the mainstream media) have 
noticed with some distaste the overwhelming 
whiteness of the protests in Seattle and D.C. 
(See for example Elizabeth Betita Martinez’s ar- 
ticle “Where Was the Color in Seattle?”) The 
activist causes and organizations receiving the 
most attention, funding and support on campuses 
are predominantly white anti-corporate and anti- 
sweatshop groups, while organizing in commu- 
nities of color has been routinely ignored. 
While it is tempting to simply obsess over the 
whiteness of campus anti-corporate activism, we 
believe that such obsession makes us miss the 
most important point. Both on a practical level, 
in terms of building good relationships with cam- 
pus-based organizations of color, and on a politi- 
cal level, in terms of making an anti-corporate 
vision meaningful, white students have to take 
up the fight against racism in a serious way. For 
white activists. this means incorporating anti- 
racism into your own work and doing work 
against racism that you do not yourself lead. 
The coalitions that mobilized protests at the 
Republican and Democratic National Conven- 
tions focused their attentions on issues facing 
Black and Latino communities and reached out 
to activists within those communities. Despite 
their good intentions, however, these efforts did 
not go far enough. To succeed, we must trans- 
form more than our slogans and symbols; com- 
mitting for the long haul to fighting against, for 
example, the proliferation of the prison industry, 
or fighting for equitable funding of public educa- 
tion. While this is the beginning of new direction 
and dialogue, we still have a long way to go. 


We do not claim to have forged a magic bullet, : 


but we would like to raise some questions which 
may point our organizations in the right direc- 
tion. In considering the role of white students in 
Opposing racism, we should remember Andy 
Goodman and his sacrifice. Let us ask ourselves 
what the equivalent of Freedom Summer is to- 
day. Where are the spaces for white students to 
act in solidarity with the struggles of people of 
color; to assist in building an anti-racist move- 


around |#iey 


ment led by people of color? Where are our 
Mississippis, and who is going down to help? 

White students cannot answer this question 
alone. Only through accepting the leadership of 
those who experience racism in their daily lives, 
can white students identify their role in building 
an anti-racist movement. 

The growing anti-sweatshop movement is fun- 
damentally good, and it has been a powerful force 
on campuses throughout the country. Many stu- 
dents who have never participated in social jus- 
tice work before have gotten involved, breathing 
new life into campus activism. While it is right to 
organize in solidarity with exploited workers of 
color in the Third World and at home, as the anti- 
sweatshop movement grows, we have a respon- 
sibility to make sure that we take on local racial 
justice issues as well as international ones. White 
students have too often ignored this responsibil- 
ity. Because such an overwhelming majority of 
most college campuses are made up of white stu- 
dents, it is very difficult for students.of color to 
make gains 
without 
white 
Support. 
This is es- 
pecially 
frau- e 


such issues [FE 


retention f 
of  stu- 
dents of 
color or the 
creation Of PSS 
a long 

sought 

aft .€ fF 
Chicano Studies Department. 

This is not to say that anti-sweatshop orga- 
nizing should end; but simply that we must take 
another step forward, connecting the work we 
are doing to oppose discrimination around the 
globe with that which is happening in our own 
communities for students and faculty of color. 
For example, in prior years at the University of 
Wisconsin Madison, white students, as part of 


an interracial coalition. assisted in a successful 


campaign led by people of color to strengthen 
the University’s ten-year affirmative action plan. 
Let’s work so that our anti-sweatshop organi- 
zations are explicitly anti-racist. and build a com- 
mitted and long standing relationship with the 
communities affected by oppressive labor stan- 
dards. namely immigrants and women. This work 
will bring issues of racism to bear on what has 
falsely been seen as a “white” organizing issue. 
THE COLOR LINE DIVIDES 
AMERICA, AS WELL AS THE 
STUDENT MOVEMENT 


It is ridiculous to think the student movement 
could somehow be immune or disconnected from 
the legacy and consequences of racism. Social 
justice movements in the US have at many other 
points in history been divided along racial lines. 
This has happened both because of white racism 
and because of the legitimate desire by activists 
of color to build independent organizations. 

Every student activist organization doesn’t 
need to look like a Bennetton ad. We should not 
approach this whole question with the goal of 
simply “diversifying” our organizations. This 
article is not a guide to “shopping for minori- 
ties.” It is a call to action for white students to 
put real work behind the fight against racism. 

White students should respect the expressed 


need and desire for separation by student of color 
activist groups. Of course, none of the “predomi- 
nantly white” student movement organizations 
out there are exclusively white, and there are some 
practical things that white activists can do to 
make their organizations a better place to work 
for people of color. All white people enjoy the 
fruits of racism, both historical and contempo- 
rary, psychologically and spiritually, politically 
and economically. White people need to break 
down the structures and change the institutions 
that give them privilege. If we are truly commit- 
ted to building an interracial movement, then white 
people must constantly assess their privileged 
position in society. 

The most important thing white students can 
do to build an interracial and anti-racist move- 
ment in this country is to stand in solidarity with 
people of color who are organizing against rac- 
ism. Concretely, this will require white students 
to take direction and leadership from people of 
color, but it also means that white students have 





we eee oe 


a special duty to exercise leadership amongst 
white people, fighting racism in our own com- 
munities. This is no simple task; there are no 
rules or formulas for being a good white ally, and 
standing in solidarity with people of color has 
meant many wildly different things throughout 
history. Let us seek guidance in the history of 
anti-racist organizing in this country; becoming 
students of the interracial and anti-racist move- 
ments that have come before us. 


PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 


Below are some steps white students to begin 
the process of building an anti-racist movement: 
' Include racial justice issues in your organiza- 
tional discussions and analysis. 

‘Commit to doing serious work against racism as 
part of your organizing and to forming meaning- 
ful, principled alliances with people of color or- 
ganizations in your communities. 

` Make sure that your agenda isn’t set before 
considering the goals and demands of activists of 
color. Too often, white activists think of the is- 
sues that they are working on as “universal” and 
approach activists of color asking them to join 
their “big tent.” Why aren’t white activists hold- 
ing themselves accountable in the same way and 
viewing racism as a universal concern? 

` Take steps to create a more tolerant culture 
within your own organization. Sometimes, white 
culture is “invisible,” meaning that methods of 
work, choice of music, food, ways of communi- 
cating, etc., are thought of as “progressive” ways 
of doing things, instead of “white progressive” 
ways of doing things. One way should not be 
held up as “authentically progressive.” especially 
when that cultural form is typically or histori- 
cally white. 

* Consider the needs of people of different back- 
grounds than your own. Can people with jobs 


Ain’t Gonna Let Segregation Turn Us ‘Round... 


JOUGHTS ON BUILDING AN INTERRACIAL 
Mey ANTI-RACIST STUDENT MOVEMENT 


attend your meet- 
ings? What about Es 
people with chil- 
dren? What email list 
or social scene do 
you have to be a part 
of to hear about 
meetings? 

* Work to build long 
term, authentic and 
trusting relation- 
ships with organiza- f 
tions led by people $ 
of color in your com- 
munity. Too often, when it comes time to host a 
conference or choose speakers for a rally, white 
activist organizations are out looking for brown 
faces when they haven’t supported the daily 
work of anti-racist organizations all year long. 

* Speak up when people of color in your commu- 
nity are attacked! Don’t wait for the Black Stu- 
dent Union on your campus to write all the let- 
ters to the editor of your newspaper. It is time 
for white people to police their own communi- 
ties on these issues; after all, whose responsibil- 
ity is it to fight racism in the white community? 
* Listen harder and better. Too often, white activ- 
ists try to be the savior — instead of the ally. One 
of the legacies of the early Civil Rights 





Andy Goodman 


-Movement’s organizing style, which came from __ 


people like Fannie Lou Hamer and Bob Moses 
of SNCC, was the deeply rooted belief that there 


fq is no one who knows more about the experience 


of. oppression than those who are oppressed 
themselves. Simply put, go to meetings of people 
of color organizations, find out what they are up 
to and help out. Period. 

Working in an interracial coalition can be a dif- 
ficult, humbling yet sweet experience. We must 
maintain a willingness to be vulnerable, to make 
mistakes and be self critical, and to listen to each 
other. We have a lot to learn, and we need all the 
brains and hands we can gather. Within this move- 
ment, as in the civil rights movement of the 60s, 
we need a “division of labor,” in which the spe- 
cial responsibilities of various groups are recog- 
nized. Andy Goodman was one of the many who 
acknowledged his responsibility and sought to 
accept leadership from African American activ- 
ists. To broaden and deepen today’s movement, 
we need to learn from that spirit of listening, 
uniting and acting with courage. 





Daraka is the national organizer for the Young 
Democratic Socialists. Amanda is a social justice 
organizer. *From The Activist c/o Wiretap Maga- 
zine. See http:/Avww.alternet.org/wiretapmag 
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By Pauline Hwang 


When activists ask for my interpretation of how the proposed 
Free Trade Area of the Americas will affect people of colour, I 
find that way of framing the issue to be rather simplistic and even 
funny. A better question is “how could we even talk about the 
FTAA without talking about how it will especially hurt communi- 


ties of colour and indigenous communities, both in the South and 


here in North America?” 

It seems inevitable, though mostly unsaid, that the FTAA’s 
impact will primarily hit the over 500 million people of colour and 
indigenous peoples in the Americas (particularly women), who 
generally make up the lowest strata of workers, are conveniently 
located nearest to environmental hazards and toxic dumpsites, and 
are the primary target of increasing military, police and govern- 
ment violence. When political and social structures are reorga- 
nized to accomodate the privatization of resources, education and 
health, those who will be hit hardest are those who already face 
barriers to what is left of the public system. 

Hundreds of groups are researching the potential ‘damages of 
the FTAA on issues like labour, environment, human rights, health, 
education, etc. But most of the (predominantly white) social demo- 
cratic “citizens? groups” (incidentally, who is included and ex- 
cluded in the category of “citizens” ?), 
present an interesting, yet limited, 
analysis of the globalization problem 
that stops short of admitting the in- 
tersections of capitalism, patriarchy 
and imperialism with white su- 
premacy. 

These groups complain that free 
trade deals cause national governments 
to lose their power and that we ‘citi- 
zens’ are thus losing democracy. The 
basis of that so-called democracy (i.e. 
casting a vote every four years for one|:” 
rich white male over another) is itself 
a problematic issue. 

What the media and the post- Se- 
attle ‘movement’ are making a fuss 
over as ‘corporate globalization’ or 
‘capitalist globalization’ are the same}, 
old imperialist, colonialist and patri- 
archal and — yes racist — policies that 
have plagued the planet for centuries. 
Corporations can’t steal the power 
from the State when they are all made 
up of the same brand of elite. Unfor- 
tunately, corporations are even less 
accountable to the people than is the 
State, and the feeble national “democ- 
racy we had is eroding further. 

It is clear that policies like these 
so-called “free” trade agreements are little more than systemic 
oppression on the basis of race, class, gender, ability, etc. The 
FTAA will just be another of the more recent tools to further 
entrench an oppressive hierarchical pyramid of power, with vari- 
ous ways of dividing those on the bottom and ensuring they stay 
there. Cheap labour and resource exploitation are still the names of 
the game. 

But now let’s get more concrete and talk a bit about how recent 
‘globalization’ may have affected local struggles here in Canada. 
In recent years there has been an increase in overtly racist behaviour 
like neo-Nazism, anti-immigrant activity, and police attacks on 
youth, people of colour and poor people here in Ontario. I would 
suggest that these examples of overt racism are just the tip of a 
erdwing iceberg of racist attitudes stemming from the effects of 
capitalist globalization: namely, the polarization between rich and 
poor countries that stigmatizes immigrants and refugees: and the 
polarization between rich and poor in the same city which justi- 
fies increasing law enforcement to protect the rich. 

If crime is the reason for increasing police budgets and power, 
targeted policing, military spending, and prisons, then someone 
has got to commit the crimes. This tends to mean poor people and 
people of colour, especially young black males. Both police and 
immigration authorities practice racial profiling. The Toronto po- 
lice force can afford, for example, to have a specially dedicated 
Asian Crime Investigative Unit to probe would-be refugees and 
other worthy Asians, and stir up media controversies over the 
‘illegal immigration’ crisis where Canada is being drowned in tidal 


_waves of the Asian Invasion. (This doesn’t even touch on the 


millions of people who, because of their economic situation, could 
never even consider attempting refugee or immigrant status in 
Canada. ) 

This gives the government good excuses to “crack down” on 
immigration and refugee rules so that they have more reasons to 
deny people access to our country’s wealth and comfort. “Eco- 
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nomic migrants” are seen as “illegal” queue-jumping Spportunists 
who are not suffering real persecution in their globalizatign-stricken 
homelands. Those who permit public opposition ta the entry of 
Chinese refugee claimants don’t mention the human Fights abuses 
in China that, when convenient, become part of the Rational, and 
even leftist, agendas. 

An example of racist policies that benefit from globalization is 
the federal government’s Live-In Caregiver program w Rich brings 
in Third World women to be vulnerable, ridiculousiy-|ow- -paid, 
domestic workers doing work that ‘real Canadians’ wild never 
want to do. If they behave well over two years, they are given a 
shot at Canadian residency. 

So the FTAA will probably follow the examples gf previous 
free trade deals and provide freedom for capital and jqvestment 
but not for labour. It’s easier for money to move and harder for 
people. If it does allow labour mobility it will be Festricted to 
highly-skilled technical workers so that North Ameri¢g can fur- 
ther benefit from the brain drain of the South. It adds {6 the trag- 
edy of the situation that Canada makes it particularly difficult to 
have education and training earned in ‘developing cauftries’ rec- 
ognized when coming here. 

So if the FTAA threatens people of colour, why afep’t people 
of colour on the forefront of the movement to oppose j{? 

Well, answer one is tha} they actu- 
$344 ally ARE, in the South ag wel] as in 
a North America but largely ignored by 
4 media and even by some ther activ- 
ists. Answer two is that the well- 
publicized ‘mainstream’ activist 
‘movement’ has not yet Ggine to grips 
i with its own racism (and 6ther inter- 
i nal oppressions). That’s where anti- 
Sd racist activists such as thë Colours 
= of Resistance network fiist play a 
{prominent role. COR‘’s mandate 
mi mentions a need for different roles 
hes bY activists of Colour and 


ito muse communities e with 
the wisdom of their mayginents (by 
recruiting more people gf ¢olour and 
i convincing them of the jgsye’s im- 
g portance) white activisig could fo- 
f cus on breaking down thé barriers to 
inclusion and cooperatigy between 
them and organizers Of 68joyr 

Some of these barriers may have 
to do with separate realjtjes: what 
g actions one can afford tg jake part in: 

a taking into consideratianh work and 

3 family demands, travelliis to a pro- 

sg test for an uncertain am@ijnt of time, 

risks of police confrontation. arrest 

whether or not one can afford legal support, risks to @he's landed 
Status, etc. 

Some of the barriers thus have to do with how Many diverse 
forms of direct action we can come up with, how mijceh we can 
accommodate people of differing needs and risks, and how much 
we respect and work with other approaches to resistaiee chosen 
by communities of colour, that may be more realistig and acces- 
sible. It thus may require some reflection on our parts äs to what 
is seen and defined as ‘radical’ — both what issues ahd what ac- 
tions. Creative self-definition and building community į in the face 
of oppression is a fairly radical response to fairly radical main- 
stream racism. 

Neocolonialism and capitalism itself are built on the founda- 
tions of racism. To oppose them effectively we must fe vigilant 
anti-racists ourselves and move from “days of actign” te sus- 
tained community-based resistance. Appreciating the contribu- 
tion of a wide variety of organizing strategies and pretest tactics 
may help lead to a broad, multiracial and truly threateyjno move- 
ment against global capitalism. š 

In Montreal, anti-racist organizations are hosting ħetworking 
meetings and learning exchanges for community ƏfSänizers of 
colour, featuring workshops by the Immigrant Workers Centre 
and Live-in Caregiver groups at major Teach-ins, Working with 
other People of Colour Caucuses, having thorough afti- -oppres- 
sion and direct action trainings, organizing roving e COMMunity pre- 
sentations, and creating popular education days by and for women. 
Filipino youth are mobilizing and learning revolutighary history 
to turn their gangs into political organizations. 

It’s not as much as we would like but it’s a start ig becoming 
local, global and long-term allies in the struggle agajyet racist 
patriarchy. and capitalist oppression. 


Contact the Colours of Resistance network at www.t 
or colours @dojo.tao.ca. 





d white allies. Rather than ditempting | organization or movement, 
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By The Ruckus Collective 


Over the last few years there has been a growing discussion 
among revolutionaries of the need for a national or continental 
anti-authoritarian revolutionary organization. This discussion has 
emerged from several contexts, including the death of the Love and 
Rage Revolutionary Anarchist Federation, the anti-globalization 
protests that began in Seattle in 1999, and by criticisms of the 
whiteness of the American left made primarily by revolutionaries 
of color. World and national events also seem to justify such dis- 
cussion: globalization, the persistence of the American racial or- 
der, and the bankruptcy of reformist movements from the left, 
right, and center. Yet steps toward building it have been awkward. 
Much talk is simply recycled debate over violence and organiza- 
tional structure, while other debates, such as over strategy, have 
been largely overlooked. 

This dobument was written to further debate about a new revo- 
lutionary organization. The Ruckus collective (no relation to the 
Ruckus Society) formed in Phoenix, Arizona, in 1997 to discuss 
revolutionary politics at a local and national level and to develop a 
revolutionary praxis. Our main contribution locally has been the 
creation of Phoenix Copwatch, which has been patrolling the streets 
since early 1999. Several months ago we began talking about the 
need for a national or continental revolutionary organization. With 
the goal of creating a proposal for a membership-based national or 
continental revolutionary federation, we studied a number of past 
revolutionary groups, focusing particularly on the groups’ poli- 
tics, program, structure, and strategy. 

The principles outlined below express the conclusions we have 
reached so far. This is by no means a complete manifesto or politi- 
cal statement. It is simply an outline of principles we believe 
should be embraced by a new revolutionary organization. We hope 
that this document will not only add to the debate on the structure 
and politics of a new organization but also bring the concrete goal 
of developing such a group closer to its realization. 


NEITHER THE VANGUARD NOR THE NETWORK 


A revolutionary organization for today needs to forge a path 
between the Leninist vanguard party favored by traditional Marx- 
ist parties and the loose “network” model favored by many anar- 
chists and activists today. The purpose of a revolutionary organi 
zation is to act as a cadre group that develops politics and strate- 
gies that contribute to mass movements toward a free society. 

It is not a vanguard group. It does not seek to control any 





advanced section of a struggle and thus has the right to act in the 
interests of the masses. Instead, it assumes that the masses are 
typically the most advanced section of a struggle and that the 
cadre perpetually strives to learn from and identify with the masses. 
At the same time, a cadre organization does not pretend it doesn’t 
provide leadership for larger movements, nor does it pretend that 
leadership is inherently authoritarian. A cadre organization does 
not seek to control any organization or movement; it aims to help 
lead it by providing it with a radical perspective and committed 
members dedicated to developing its autonomous revolutionary 
potential. A cadre group should debate those politics and strate- 
gies that best imagine and lead to a free society and then fight to 
enact them in mass-oriented organizations and movements. 

A cadre is not an umbrella organization. It does not participate 


_inany and all kinds of progressive social activism. Instead, a cadre 


group seeks out, helps develop, and supports those forms of | 
agitation that undermine the rule of official society and that in 

some way prefigure the new society. In other words, the organiza- 
tion would not actively support all forms of activism but concen- 
trate on those struggles that hold the potential of building a dual 
power. We imagine that such a revolutionary organization would 
serve the same role for contemporary movements what the FAI 
did for the CNT in Spain or the First International was to the 
European working class movements: a membership organization 
of like-minded persons committed to developing and encouraging 
the autonomous revolutionary tendencies in our present society. 


DEMOCRATIC STRUCTURE 


In the proposed organization, all power and authority should 
be transparent, accountable, distributed democratically, and effec- 
tive. We believe the structure for a new organization should be 
based on the following principles: 

l. Direct democracy. All members should have an equal say in 
those affairs that affect the organization. Unlike democratic cen- 
tralism, this would include the right to freely express disagree- 
ments with decisions made by the majority. This type of democ- 
racy doesn’t mean that a minority faction can disrupt the deci- 


sions of the majority, which tends to occur in loose network struc- 


tures as a consequence of consensus processes. 

2. Membership. The organization should be a membership organi- 
zation. Only members ought to make decisions about and act on 
the behalf of the organization. The organization should be con- 
trolled only by those who commit themselves to it. Criteria for 
membership should be clearly established, along with criteria for 
suspending or expelling members who violate the organization’s 
principles. Membership criteria should include both political and 
financial commitments to the organization. 

3. Local branches. The group should be organized into local 
branches. One criteria of membership would be to join a local 
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By David Gilbert 


We study the past to draw lessons to help 
us liberate the future. Today’s young ac- 
tivists are to be commended for showing 
much more interest than my 1960s gen- 
eration did in learning from earlier move- 
ments. Still, I want to alert you to two 
characteristic errors in such study. 

* We mechanically applied lessons 
from revolutions at far more advanced 
levels to our own embryonic stage. 

* In looking at past US struggles, we 
saw errors as mainly the result of wrong 
ideas in the heads of the leaders of the 
day. Thus, we implicitly flattered ourselves 
as outstanding individuals who would 
naturally be more principled and intelli- 
gent. This approach way underestimates 
the material forces — such as the depth of 
white supremacy or the repressive pow- 
ers of the state — that produce repeated 
errors. 

This brief two-part history is neither 
detailed nor definitive. It is written by a 
participant and partisan, with the goal of 
contributing to today’s struggles. 


In a society where every single movie and TV 
program showed that the FBI “always got their 
man,” the Weather Underground eluded capture 
and sustained armed action for seven years. In 
white supremacist Amerika where historically 
just about every promising radical movement 
(populism, r 
women’s suffrage, trade union- |£ 
ism) slid into compromising 
with racism, the WUO was 
known, at least at it’s best, for gos 
solidarity with national libera- Be FEE 
tion. In a world where “legiti- 
mate’ governments bombed vil- = g 
lages and assassinated activists 
"but decried any armed- resis- 
tance as “terrorist,” the WUO 
carried out more than 20 bomb- 
ings against government and 


corporate violence without so eR 


much as scratching a civilian. 
The springboard for these ad- 
vances was the historical con- 
text. The 60s and 70s were un- P E EE 
precedented in world history for 
the number of revolutions in a 
short time, as national liberation 
movements in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America overthrew colo- 
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WUO’s second com 


was also a high tide of Black and other third 
world struggles in the US. These events spurred 
growing radicalism among white people. The 
WUO was not formed as a narrow conspiracy. 
but instead was a focal point within a much 
broader surge of anti-war militancy, as hundreds 
of military buildings and Bank of America 
branches were burned to the ground and as hun- 
dreds of thousands of people joined demonstra- 
tions that broke government windows, disrupted 
meetings of bigwigs and resisted arrest. 

WUO’s exciting breakthroughs coexisted with 
costly mistakes. The earliest and most visible 
came during the first six months (late 69 to early 
70), while we were still aboveground; our sicken- 
ing and inexcusable glorification of violence, 
which grievously contradicted the humanist ba- 
sis for our politics and militancy. We thereby 
handed effective ammunition to all who wanted 
to discredit our priority on third world struggles 
and our move toward armed struggle (AS). To 
this day, almost all “history” about the WUO 
makes the mania of those six months the whole 
story, without looking at our correcting of that 
error and the ensuing six and a half years of solid 
and humane anti-imperialist action. 

In my opinion, the basis for our early aberra- 
tion was in the life-and-death crisis that split 
apart Students fora Democratic Society (see the 
SDS history in ONWARD vol. 1 iss. 4). We were 
white middle class kids who — witnessing satu- 
ration bombings of Vietnam and the murder of 
the Black Panthers we admired — felt compelled 
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munique after they bombed the NYC police 
nialism and neocolonialism: it department in 1970. Like other WUO actions, no ORE was hurt. 


to make the leap into AS. Instead of admitting 
our fear and inexperience and developing a suit- 
able transitional strategy, we psyched ourselves 
üp by glorifying violence and with macho chal- 
lenges about individual courage. This frenzy was 
accompanied by basic related errors: 1. Sectari- 
anism — a scathing me 
contempt for all Ķ 
who wouldn’t di- 
rectly assist AS 
(the sectarianism 
was mutual as most 
of the white left ve- F: 
hemently sought to Ẹ 
discredit AS): 2. 
Militarism — mak- Ẹ; 
ing the military §§ 
deeds and daring of |$ 
the group all im- 
portant rather than 
the political prin- 
ciples and the need 
to build a movement 
Ən all levels. 

Early Weather’s 
grave sins of com- 





mission were glar- ` painting in N 


ingly visible. The 
Əpposite movement sins of omission, that usu- 
ally aren’t even noticed, can be even more le- 
thal. The terrible passivity of most of the white 
left to the early attacks on the Panthers gave the 
government a signal that it would not face wide- 
=] spread political costs for pro- 
| ceeding with its full-fledged 
COINTELPRO campaign 
(see Greg Wells’ series in 
ONWARD vol. 1 iss. 2 and 3), 
which killed scores and jailed 
thousands of Black, Native 
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nated in March 1970 when a 
frantic bomb-making effort, 
Sates including anti-personnel 
: BS S oe weapons, resulted in an acci- 
PERE SLET, dental explosion in a 
safehouse that killed three of 

iga EB our own beautiful, young 
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Sete 


Be Stes See comrades. This tragedy set off 


intense internal struggle that 
resulted in a qualitative change 
to a more integrated use of AS 
to help mobilize and radicalize 
à a potential mass base among 
white youth. Just two months 
later, young people poured 





The Korean Anarchist Movement 


By Alan MacSimoin 
From www.surf.to/anarchism 


Within Korean history there arose movements 
fighting for peasants rights and for national inde- 
pendence that may be seen as forerunners of mod- 
ern anarchism, in the same way as we might view 
the Diggers in the English revolution. 

In 1894 Japan invaded, under the pretext of 
protecting Korea from China. The struggle for 
national independence became central to all radi- 
cal political activity. The modern anarchist move- 
ment in Korea began to take form among the 
exiles who fled to China after the 1919 indepen- 
dence struggle. and students & workers who went 
to Japan. This struggle, the 3.1 Movement within 
which anarchists were prominent. involved 2 
million people; 1,500 demonstrations were held: 
7.500 were killed; 16,000 wounded and more than 
700 homes and 47 churches destroyed. 

In the period up to the close of World War II 
the Korean Anarchist Federation has identified 
three stages. 

The first covered the early 1920s and is-de- 
scrihed by the KAF as the gestation period. 

In the early 20" century, as the Japanese rul- 
ing class started their imperialist drive into other 
Asian countries they also ruthlessly cracked 
down on opposition at home. Japanese anarchists 
were at the forefront in anti-imperialist agitation. 
In 1910 Kotoku Shusui, a leading Japanese anar- 
chist, was executed for treason. The Commoners 


Newspaper was rallying opposition to the Rus- 
Sia-Japan war and to the occupation of Korea. 
With the Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917, 
the 1918 rice riot and the mass uprising in Korea 
in 1919, the Japanese ruling class was worried. 

Following the bloody suppression of the 3.1 
Movement and the rise of class struggle in Japan. 
the Japanese bosses blamed anarchists and Ko- 
reans for the Tokyo earthquake of 1923. More 
than 6,000 Korean workers in Japan were hunted 
down with clubs and bamboo spears. All known 
Japanese and Korean anarchists were arrested. 
Korean anarchists Park Yeol and his wife, Kaneko 
Fumiko, veterans of the independence struggle 
and organisers of the Tokyo “Black Workers So- 
ciety, were sentenced to death. Many others 
were jailed. The charge of causing an earthquake 
may have been a bit embarrassing to sections of 
the ruling class so the sentences were commuted 
to life in prison. Kaneko died in jail and Park was 
released after WWII. Many of the Koreans jailed 
in what became known as “the High Treason 
case” went on to become leading activists in the 
anarchist movement in their own country. 

The KAF in China was formed in April 1924 
and published the Korean Revolution Manifesto. 
It was militantly anti-imperialist, declaring the 
“burglar politics of Japan the enemy for our 
nation’s existence and that it is our proper right 
to overthrow the imperialist Japan by a revolu- 
tionary means.” It also stressed the need for more 
than change rulers, noting out the difference be- 





tween a political and a social revolution. It had 
no doubts about the role of anarchists; it laid 
emphasis on the leading role of the anarchists in 
a revolutionary situation. The KAF began to pro- 
duce papers like Recapture and Justice Bulletin. 

By 1928 the spread of libertarian politics al- 
lowed the Korean anarchists to organize the East- 
ern Anarchist Federation with comrades from 
China, Vietnam, Taiwan and Japan — which pub- 
lished a bulletin, Dong-Bang (The East). The 
Manifesto was adopted by the Eastern Federa- 
tion as its formal program. : 

The second stage, between 1925-30, was domi- 
nated by the organization of the movement. 
Armed with the theory of anarchist revolution 
set out in the Manifesto and practical experiences 
drawn from the 3.1 movement, the workers’ 
Organisations in Japan and “the High Treason 
case” groups were organised in Seoul, Taegu. 
Pyongyang and other areas. By November 1929 
there had been huge growth and the Korean An- 
archist Communist Federation was formed as a 
national organisation. As part of the anti-Japa- 
nese resistance it was totally underground, though 
it was not small or lacking in mass support. 

To give an idea of how the movement had grown, 
it is instructive to examine how events had pro- 
gressed since the early 1920s. In Kiho province 
the daily newspaper Dong-a Ilbo reported in 
October 1925 that ten members of the League of 
Black Flag had been jailed for one year each. The 

continued on page 18 
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WUO’s militarism culmi- tice, a woman had to be part of a het 


into the streets over a million strong in angry 
response to the state’s killing of four anti-war 
protesters at Kent State University. At the same 
time, the dire need for anti-racist leadership was 
painfully revealed by the failure to respond in a 
similar way when the police killed two Black 
_ Students at Jackson State. 

i The WUO’s recovery 
} from militarism didn’t magi- 
a cally put everything into 
d perfect balance. While see- 
ing a potential base in 
youth culture was right, we 
quickly repeated traditional 
missteps based in white 
supremacy. For example: 1. 
Our dearth of material aid 
for Black, Latino and Na- 
tive armed groups (see Jalil 
Muntagim’s On The Black 
Liberation Army in ON- 
WARD # | and 2). (Even un- 
derground, whites had much 
greater access to resources 
and faced much less danger 
of random police harass- 
ment.) 2. To appeal to 
white youth, we endorsed 
“soft drugs” (pot and LSD). with little under- 
standing of drugs as a form of chemical warfare 
against the ghettos and barrios. 3. We failed to 


4 C 
O00000 00000000000000 





respond to the Panther 21’s very constructive — 


criticism of our initial backsliding on drugs and 
militancy. 4. There were subsequent moments of 
awful inaction, such as during the Native Ameri- 
can occupation and government siege of Wounded. 
Knee in 1973. | 

Not surprisingly, our other major internal 
weaknesses were based in sexism, heterosexism 
and class. Women’s participation and percent- 
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erosexua 
couple to be a top leader. We had little program 
around women’s liberation, and we failed to 
make a serious effort for the needed alliance 
between anti-imperialism and feminism. Inter- 
nal struggle on sexism was very inadequate, 
which dovetailed with a de facto homophobic 
culture. While many lesbian and gay comrades 
felt the strength to come out while underground, 
there wasn’t real space for an affirming L/G cul- 
ture; out L/Gs didn’t make it to leadership posi- 
tions; and we had no political program around 
L/G issues. Similarly, our middle class back- 
ground meant we did a poor job at outreach to 
more working class sectors of youth. 

There were related problems in our internal 
life. We embraced the theory of democratic-cen- 
tralism, but in practice, the organization was very 
hierarchical. Leadership tended to become ma- 
nipulative and commandist, while cadre tended 
to curry favor with leadership. Criticism/self- 
criticism was used to compete and maneuver for 
power rather than to build people. While a strong 
organization was key to survival (and lone fugi- 
tives had a much harder time), that reality made 
social ostracism a potent bludgeon against po- 
litical dissent. There must be a balance of com- 
bining the two critical needs of a fully demo- 
cratic internal process and of tight discipline for 
fighting a ruthless state. 

A crucial lesson is that activists must con- 
sciously grapple with the powerful pull of ego 
that can lead us to put our own position and lead- 
ership above advancing the interest and power 
of the oppressed. Organizationally. we need to 
strive to live our political ideals — anti-racism. 
feminism, democracy. humanism — in our per- 
sonal relationships. 

Despite these serious weaknesses, seven 
years of impressive successes resulted from what 
was right about anti-imperialism. Contrary to 
spy movie mystifications about sophisticated 
techniques and technology, our survival under- 
ground was based on popular support from radi- 
cal youth and the anti-war movement. That was 
the key to solving needs such as ID. money and 
safehouses. There were moments when the FBI 
hunt was breathing down our neck. but popular 
support meant that information was kept trom 
the state and instead flowed to the guerrillas. 

Our stage of struggle was “armed propa- 

continued on page 17 
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By Cindy Milstein 

When thirty-four heads of state gathered be- 
hind a chain-link barrier in Quebec City this past 
April to smile for the television cameras during 
the Summit of the Americas, it was the tear gas- 
sing outside that garnered all the media attention. 
Those on both sides of the fence jockeyed to put 
a spin on the meaning of the massive chemical 
haze that choked the old city for over two days. 
The “insiders” claimed that as duly elected lead- 
ers of so-called free countries, they were attempt- 


ing to democratically bring “freedom through free 


trade,” and as such, ‘those on the streets were 
merely troublemakers without a cause or con- 
stituency that needed to be dealt with accord- 
ingly. The “outsiders” asserted that those hiding 
behind the fence were the real source of violence— 
the tear gas exemplifying what nation-states are 
willing to do to protect capitalism and the domi- 
nant elites — and thus, a certain level of militancy 
was necessary to tear down the “wall of shame” 
that many saw as separating the powerful from 
the powerless. 

What got lost in the smoke, however, was the 
substantive transformation that this particular 
direct action represented. For Quebec City’s con- 
vergence, more than anything else, ushered in an 
explicitly anti-capitalist movement in North 
America — one spearheaded by anti-authoritarians 
(by and large, anarchists). That was our real vic- 
tory in Quebec. But what caused this sudden sea 
change? 

Serendipitously, one fence; Song SOI 
two groups. 

It was this movement’s collective “good luck” 


that law enforcement officials and politicians de- 


termined on a fence as the heart of their strategy 
to counter the protests. “It didn’t start in Que- 
bec,” one could say; last June, in Windsor, 
Ontario, similar trade discussions went off with- 
out a hitch behind chain-link, and barbed wire 
served nicely to make Davos, Switzerland, an 
impenetrable fortress this past winter for the 
World Economic Forum. The state-sponsored 
prophylactic in Quebec City did in fact ward off 
unwanted intruders: the 
summit meetings went on, 
generally unimpeded. 
Thus, if the fence had re- 
mained merely a physical 
barricade, it could have 
been counted as a security 
SUCCESS. 

Unfortunately for Jean 
Chretien, George W., and 
their cohorts, the ten-foot fence became a larger- 
than-life symbolic divide, in essence demanding, 
“Which side are you on?” The contrasts could 
not have been sharper. Closed meetings and se- 
cret documents inside; open teach- ins and pub- 
licly distributed literature outside. The cynical 
co-optation of “democracy” via a gratuitous 
“clause” as a cover for free-floating economic 
exploitation versus genuine demands for popular 
control and mutual aid in matters such as eco- 
nomics, ecology, politics, and culture. The rais- 
ing of glasses for champagne toasts versus the 
rinsing of eyes from chemical burns. 

All of the recent direct actions have. of course, 
also focused on targets that were figurative to a 
certain extent. Indeed, the symbolic value of these 
spectacular showdowns is an essential ingredi- 
ent in the fight to win the majority of minds over 
to one perspective or another. But previous focal 
points. such as the World Trade Organization 
and. International Monetary Fund, have shown 
themselves to impart somewhat ambiguous mes- 
sages. The debate stirred up has often centered 
on how these institutions can potentially be re- 
formed, how the social “good” they do can be 
salvaged from all the harm they inflict. Besides, 
some contend, what would replace them? It’s 
proved difficult to move beyond questions re- 
garding the single institution being protested other 
than to fall back on the buzzword “globaliza- 
tion.” And “globalization.” while suggesting a 
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wider critique, is just as am- 
biguous — in no way necessarily under- 
scoring systemic forms of domination that can- 
not be reformed. 

Things were very different in Quebec City. 
From the vantage point of those on the outside, 
the fence served no purpose. It not only exem- 
plified a lack of commitment to free expression 
on the part of the nation- states represented in- 
side but also a further circumscribing of the pos- 


sibility of freedom itself, and those political lead- 


ers trying to allege otherwise were merely reveal- 
ing their hypocrisy. Hence the heightened level 
of militancy, illustrative of a movement increas- 
ingly intent on fundamental social transforma- 
tion, directed at tearing the fence down. Yet the 
fence was crucial for those gathering behind it, 
too. Beyond providing a literal sense of security; 
it functioned as a stand-in for the attempt to 
control the debate around — as well as protect the 
implementation of — the neoliberal agenda across 
the Americas. Hence the fiercely fought battle on 
the part of the police and military in Quebec 
City to hold the line. 

The widespread hatred of the wall and all it 
embodied meant that those who took a leader- 
ship role to bring it down — the libertarian anti- 
capitalists — stepped not only into the limelight 
but gained the respect and admiration of other 
demonstrators, much of the local populace, and a 
healthy cross section of the broader Canadian 
public. Sympathy — for the first time in this North 
American branch of the new global movement — 
was largely on the side of those seeking revolu- 
tion. No longer the pariah or the parvenu at this 
direct action, the anti-authoritarian contingent was 
able to come into its own as a strong and visible 
force, rather than a marginal, marginalized, oreven 
feared element. 

To a great extent, credit must be given to tv 
key organizations: la Convergence des luttes Anti- 
Capitalistes (the Montreal-based Anti-Capital- 
ist Convergence, or CLAC) and le Comite 
d’ Accueil du Sommet des Ameriques (the Que- 
bec City — based Summit of the Americas Wel- 
coming Committee, or CASA). For starters, it 
was a brilliant stroke to stake out a nonreformist 
posture not only in CLAC’s name but in the 
very theme for the summit weekend as well: the 
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“An opposition to capitalism was openly front and 
center, both during the many months of organizing 
leading up to April and at the convergence itself.” 





Carnival against Capitalism. An opposition to 
capitalism was openly front and center, both 
during the many months of organizing leading up 
to April and at the convergence itself, It was, 
moreover, an anarchist-influenced version of anti- 
capitalism. As nuanced by CLAC/CASA’s short 
lists of organizational principles, a rejection of 
capitalism included a refusal of hierarchy, 
authoritarianism, and patriarchy, along with the 
proactive assertion of such values as decentrali- 
zation and direct democracy. There was no mis- 
taking the message at this direct action. 

This brand of anti-capitalism, in turn, served 
as the substantive and radical tie that bound Que- 
bec City’s many direct action participants to- 
gether. Those people organizing toward and/or 
coming to the direct action events could bring 
along their varied concerns and identities, but 
they were clearly doing so under the rubric of 
anti-capitalism. A sense of unity was achieved — 
not through a shapeless tag such as “mobiliza- 
tion,” nor by watering down demands until they 
lose their rebellious edge, nor by ignoring par- 
ticularity itself. As articulated by CLAC/CASA’s 
“Basis of Unity,” “anti-capitalism” created a de- 
fined and uncompromising space for the multi- 
plicity of individuals who see themselves as part 
of a revolutionary project. 

Crucial in this necessary yet delicate balancing 
act between a Striving for unification and indi- 
viduation was the strategically smart phrase “‘di- 


vO the fact tha 


versity of tactics” in CLAC/CASA’s statements 
of principles. Many have written elsewhere that 
this principle allowed for heightened militancy 
in Quebec City, or that it diffused the often 
poorly formulated and argued “‘violent” versus 


“nonviolent” debates that seem to fracture this 
movement internally. Each claim rings partially 
true, yet both miss the forest for the trees. The 
diversity of tactics notion helped to unmask the 
anti-capitalism element, and in showing its full 
face, revealed how influential (and even appeal- 
ing) it is as a force in this new global movement. 

In the recent past, there have been thousands 
of libertarian anti-capitalists at North American 
direct actions, but they remained separated — and 
thus largely hidden — by dress, role (such as medic, 
media, or communications), age, ideological ten- 
dency, strategic notions, and so on. Anti- 
authoritarians “converged” together at mass di- 
rect actions, but sadly, the “Revolutionary Anti- 
Capitalist Bloc” was generally seen as synony- 
mous with the black bloc — meaning that a radical 
political outlook appeared to have minimal sup- 
port. The blame lies not with the black bloc or 





other colors. Instead, the problem*has been the 
inability to combine this spectrum of anti-au- 
thoritarian styles under a transparently radical 
canopy. 

The full line in CLAC/CASA’s “Basis of 
Unity” statement on a diversity of tactics altered 
that equation. It reads: “Respecting a diversity 
of tactics, the CLAC [or CASA, respectively] 
supports the use of a variety of creative initia- 
tisv eS, 
ranging 
from 
popular 
educa- 
tion to 
direct ac- 
tion.” By 
embrac- 
ing onan 
equal footing “education” and “action,” thereby 
also breaking down the supposed theory versus 
practice divide. the conflation of “militancy” with 
“radicalism” was shattered. One wasn’t a revo- 
lutionary because one was a priori a militant; and 
this indirectly affirmed that not all revolutionar- 
ies can afford to take the same risks — just com- 
pare a healthy eighteen year old to wheelchair- 
bound octogenarian. (As a corollary, it showed 
that being militant doesn’t necessarily make one 
a revolutionary, either. There were plenty of dis- 
gruntled Quebecois youth on the streets each 
night during the convergence intent on mischief 
and it’s highly doubtful that they shared CLAC/ 
CASA’s principles.) 

The diversity clause, in essence, acknowledged 
that an opposition to systemic domination such 
as Capitalism and nation-states could and should 
take many forms if a majoritarian movement is to 
be built. The principle did not make room under 
the anti-capitalist banner for militants; they were 
there already. What the diversity of tactics stance 
did do was create a welcoming space for those 
many more anti-authoritarians who perceive 
themselves as less militant. It widened the mar- 
gins not of militancy, in other words, but of what 


it means to reject capitalism as an anti-authori-— 


tarian. 

Thus, Quebec’s anti-capitalist bloc was not 
one little contingent among many. It was the di- 
rect action bloc itself — precisely because it al- 


lowed anyone who subscribed to CLAC/CASA’s 
nonreformist stance to march together regardless 
of how they dressed (or didn’t), whether they 
carried a black flag or a puppet, or whether they 
wished to avoid arrest or tear down the fence. 
This was tangibly facilitated, to cite just one ex- 
ample, by the three-tiered color coding of events 
to indicate varying possibilities of arrest risk and 
militancy. As the “CrimethInc. Eyewitness 
Analysis” observes, this “served the purpose 
ahead of time of making everyone comfortable 
[by] setting their own level of involvement and 
risk.” Instead of 500 or 1,000 people as at past 
direct actions. then, the ranks of the two anti- 
capitalist bloc marches during the convergence 
swelled to 5,000 or more — perhaps the largest in 
North America in recent memory. What the di- 
versity of tactics principle translated into was a 
diversity of people. But this commitment to in- 
clusiveness was only one of the ethical param- 
eters spelled out in the rest of CLAC/CASA’s 


“Basis of Unity.” As such, rather than an asser- ~ 


tion of difference for difference’s sake — poten- 


tially implying a diverse movement see of 
many anarchists choose to wear content — what emerged ini | 


plicitly radical movement that was S diverse. One 
could argue that the convergence of anti-capital- 


ists in Quebec City wasn’t diverse enough, of 


course. Yet it provided the first real guide of how 
to go about nurturing inclusiveness and unity ina 
way that is at once qualitative and sincere, and 
moreover, that allows the particular and univer- 
sal to complement rather than crush each other 
as part of a social movement. 

To return for a moment to the heightened level 
of militancy in Quebec City, perhaps the diver- 
sity of tactics phrase encouraged a somewhat 
more confrontational stance. But that pales in 
comparison to the catalyst exerted by the fence 
and police tactics as reasons why many people 
choose to go one step further than they ever 
thought they would during the direct action. Sug- 
gestive of this is a photo that appeared in the 22 
April 2001 issue of Le Journal de Quebec: sport- 
ing a Ralph Nader for President T-shirt, a young 
man lobs a tear-gas canister back at the police 
line that just shot it indiscriminately into the 
crowd. 

Care must nevertheless be taken not to let the 
diversity of tactics principle morph into a code 
for “anything goes.” As noted by L. A. Kauffman 
in her recent essay, “Turning Point,” already “in 
certain radical circles ... the militant acts at the 
front lines are being seen — and celebrated — 
isolation, as part of a growing mystique of insur- 
rection.” These direct actions are not yet, and 
perhaps will never become, insurrections. View- 
ing them as such could lead to the use of tactics 
that would be potentially suicidal for this still- 
fledgling movement — as the historical examples 
of the Weather Underground and Red Army Fac- 
tion show. Without a bit more definition to the 
diversity principle, and a way to make people 
accountable to any parameters decided on, the 
anti-capitalist movement is wide open to stupid- 
ity or sabotage — or at least more than it needs to 
be. 

At the same time, it is a positive sign that the 
diversity of tactics phrase has worked its way 
into the call for an anti-capitalist bloc in D.C. at 
the World Bank/International Monetary Funds 
meetings well in advance of the actual protests 
this October. For where the tangible commitment 
to diversity of tactics really shone was in the 

_ continued on page 19 
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By the late 1960s, New Left anti-war 
activists had become so successful their 
organizational meetings would attract 
swarms of newcomers looking around for 
& Something meaningful to do. Regrettably, 


i E S rectly observed, we 
aA ES ANET NA iii managed to turn off 
people as fast as we turned them on. As the American anarchist 
movement grows, it risks repeating that history. 

Oppositional movements are necessarily fragile. At the external 
level there is surveillance, infiltration, co-optation and outright 
repression. We pretty much expect this. But it is the internal level, 
the everyday political practice, that determines our success rate. 
That shouldn’t be surprising. After all, the anarchist recruit today 
was likely raised in a middle-class or middle-class oriented setting, 
socialized into the values of competition, individualism. anti-in- 
tellectualism and capitalism with little to no experience or training 
at working cooperatively, let alone collectively. 

The result is that anarchist organizational efforts are often paro- 
dies of anarchist practice. 

It was a recent incident at an organizing meeting that led me to 
this column. We were working on the program of speakers and 
workshops for an anarchist book fair when a woman, around 20, 
spoke up. She had already disrupted the meeting by her and her 
companion’s late arrival, greetings and explanations, and by pro- 
- ceeding to open their carry-in food giving us a commentary on its 

quality. “I will do a workshop on anti-racism,” she volunteered. 
Her offer was- received with silence. Then, another woman (who 
was later to volunteer for two activities but show up for neither) 
asked in genuine curiosity, if not amazement, “What are you going 
to do, Tess?” (All of the names and some events described here 
have been disguised to protect the inept.) Tess replied with some 
indignation; after all, she reminded us, she was a member of Anti- 
Racist Action. “What’s your theory?” the interrogator continued. 
“Whites suck!” Some people smiled, some giggled, and some- 
one repeated, “Whites suck?” 
“Yes, Tess said vehemently and pointing at herself angrily as if 
nobody had noticed, “I’m white.” 
There it was: a theory of racism validated by one’s race in a 


dazzling display of narcissism. anti-intellectualism and political 
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malpractice. 

“Roger C is the screen name of a computer geek whose paying 
job puts him on line all day. With his skill and access. his offer to 
establish and keep running a regional anarchist listserve and Web 
site was accepted tacitly by what passed for a regional organiza- 
tion. If you monitor the messages, you find that Roger C not only 
initiates as much as three times more messages than anyone else, 
but he transformed himself into a gatekeeper of anarchist purity. 
He will routinely flame people he disagrees with, promote pet 
enterprises. and put down writers, articles, and entire periodicals. 
Using the Internet, Roger C has transformed a liberatory technol- 
ogy into a mechanism of domination. 

Paul was a guest for dinner at the O Street commune. As they 
were all going about with dinner preparations, Carol came in the 
kitchen and, using an electric can opener, opened a can of cat food. 
Paul became incensed. How dare we, as an environmentally con- 
scious activist collective, waste resources by using an electric can 
opener. Paul’s quest for political purity could likely have been 
satisfied in a more brotherly fashion. Aside from the fact that 
Carol's companion cat would only eat a particular brand of canned 
food, Carol. although in her early thirties. had severe arthritis in 
her hand which often made it difficult for-her to use a manual can 
opener. 





Š as one of the leading Yippee activists cor- ` 





Elitism, a pervasive form of anar¢hist malpractice takes many 
forms. A demonstration was planned following a national anar- 
chist gathering. It was agreed publigally that we would march 
through a wealthy business district ehanting appropriately anti- 
capitalist slogans, then disband and Féturn to our meeting hall for 
supper. Given our target area, the p6lice were out in full force. I 
think there was about one cop for every five anarchists. It was a 
lovely spring day and most of us were enjoying the opportunity 
to get out of our meeting and take 4 walk. As we were marching 


along, a group of anarchists, on sigija], began trashing the store 
windows. Most of the marchers had hot been informed that this 


was going to take place and were no} prepared to avoid the police 
or to get arrested. The outcome wag that many people were ar- 
rested. Most of them had just been Marching and enjoying the sun. 
Further, the rest of the meeting was then disrupted by our con- 
cerns with comrades who had disappéared in police custody, with 
bail, and the usual variety of defense and mutual aid activities. 


Sometimes the fear of being thought of as authoritarian or elitist 
causes people to hold back. In one 68mmunity I observed, Tim, 
the central anarchist organizer was 4 bright, knowledgeable, per- 
sonable, articulate guy. What more egiijq you ask? Well, you could 
ask that Tim knew how to organize. He didn’t. He had no sense of 
group process and seemed unaware of the dynamics going on 
about him. In his case, I have never ssgp a meeting run by him that 
fulfilled its potential. So, Tim’s resgufee, his personality, elevated 


him to an elitist position = ONE whieh would embarrass him to 
recognize. The problem is not just Tim: it is the failure of his 


community to comprehend and act 6f these group dynamics. 

Another form of anarchist malpragtice is the delusion of being 
right. It takes many forms. For €Xafiple, Bob has decided- that 
what the community needs is a food 66-op. Note that I did not say 
that the community had decided that. 50 Bob finds a few people 
who agree and they set off to organize a co-op. When asked what 
the characteristics of the community are that might influence the 
acceptance or use of a coop, Bob and company have no idea. In 
fact, they have no idea about organizifis, funding, running a meet- 
ing Or the history of food co-ops in the neighborhood. Now, there 
is nothing wrong with being a beginner or an amateur: we all have 
to start somewhere. But Bob and copany think they are going to 
succeed because they are right, and begause they are right they can 
skip the needed steps. 


way, of course. With limited money, they sought out a location for 
a new infoshop. The cheapest place they could find was ina poor 
black community, a storefront abandgfed by acouple who tried to 
run a small grocery. At first. the locaj kids and teenagers came to 


look in as a matter of curiosity, but later they came to rip off 
whatever they could. None of the anaf¢hists lived in the neighbor- 


hood. In fact, it was 15 to 20 minute dFjve (or two-bus trip) to get 
there from practically anywhere logaj anarchists lived. The Sun- 
shine Collective soon disbanded, although they attributed their 
problems to “personality differences.» 

[ will re-open this catalog of anarehist malpractice in my next 
column. but I will end with this story. The local street sheet collec- 
tive realizing that theif language might be too rhetorical, made an 
extra effort to produce a sheet that everyone would read. Having 
so resolved, the lead article of their Very next issue began: “The 
scum-sucking secretary òf labor...” 





Howard J. Ehrlich is a Baltimore-baggq sociologist and writer and 
a regular columnist for ONWARD. He edits the magazine, Social 
Anarchism. All of the stories here af€ true. He would like to hear 


yours. Send your stories to him abgijt Anarchist malpractice to 
sociala@nothingness.org 


__Inanother neighborhood in anothg? town, the Sunshine Collec- 
tive has invaded a local community. They don’t quite see it that 


Disney Ecology 


By Peter Staudenmaier 


The Walt Disney movie Bambi, one of the best-known films of 
all time, is more than a treacly children’s fable. The tale of Bambi 
and Thumper is also a parable about habitat destruction, as seen 
through the eyes of various furry critters. One of the movie's 
dramatic high points comes in a scene I still recall vividly from the 
first time I saw it at age seven. All the animals are grazing peace- 
fully in a meadow at the forest’s edge . 
when the music shifts to ominous tones. 
Suddenly the creatures scatter in every 
direction, and after several harrowing 
moments of chaos and confusion, 
Bambi finds his way-back to his mother. 
Shaken, he asks her 
what happened. In å 
a grave voice she 
responds: “Man 
was in the forest.” 

This one line, 
spoken by a car- 
toon doe and ab- 
sorbed by genera- 
tions of children, ee 
epitomizes much that is wrongheaded and dangerous in North 
American environmentalist thought. “Man was in the forest” sig- 
nifies, to Bambi and to the audience, that the mere presence of 
humans in a natural landscape is threatening and dangerous. The 
message this sends, the ideology it projects, is that human interac- 
tion with the natural world is by definition destructive. In much 
more subtle and sophisticated forms, this same notion animates an 
alarmingly large proportion of contemporary environmental ac- 
tivists. People as such are bad for animals and ecosystems alike. 

Aside from revealing a thoroughly Disneyan contempt for his- 
torical and social specificity, this view is literally ecologically hope- 
less: the only choice is despair. This view means that stemming 
and reversing the environmental crisis, and undertaking an ecologi- 
cal reconstruction of the devastation that “Man” has wrought, are 
simply impossible. If humans are per se hazardous to the earth, 


there is no point in trying to reshape societal structures or change 


environmental practices; habitat destruction, species loss, and a 
poisoned planet are just inevitable as long as we’re around. 
Unfortunately, such misguided attitudes often reach their peak 
in the crucial issue of wilderness defense. Many environmental- 
ists most active and militant in this arena — an immensely impor- 
tant one for the radical ecology movement — are inclined to portray 


wilderness as those regions that are untouched by human impact’ 


of any sort. In keeping with the patriarchal terminology of “Man’s” 
inevitable destructiveness, the notion of “virgin forests” propa- 
gates the false idea that the remaining large tracts of old-growth 
trees have reached their supposedly pristine state without any 
human influence, and that the best way to protect such areas is to 
reduce or eliminate all forms of human contact with them. 

This perspective is not just historically naive; it also surrepti- 
tiously endorses the imperialist view of the North American con- 
tinent put forth by the European conquerors. For these grand 
forests that today appear as wilderness were, of course, popu- 
lated for millennia by indigenous peoples who left their mark in 
myriad ways on-the landscape. In fact, the symbiotic relation- 
ships established between indigenous communities and the wood- 
lands they lived in often enhanced, rather than detracted from, 
biodiversity. Far from representing some mythical untouched ter- 
rain, remaining old-growth forests should properly be seen as the 
product of particular human influences. (Of course, there are also 
many historical examples of indigenous practices that had dire 
environmental effects: the romantic image of native peoples as 
ecological saints is yet another, equally racist, myth.) 

To avoid this historical ignorance, radical ecologists must resist 
the tempting simplifications of Disney Ecology. In our engage- 
ment within environmental movements, social struggles of various 
sorts, and interactions with others, we can offer an alternative to 
the ideology of humans-as-cancer. Social ecology’s insistence on 
the societal roots of environmental disruption, and the vision of 
social and ecological reconstruction it upholds, point to a funda- 
mentally different way of understanding the ecological crisis and 
possible reactions to it. Building on social ecology’s insights, radi- 
cal environmental activists can help créate and promote a coherent 
alternative to Disney Ecology: ecological humanism. 

This won't be a simple task. but it is vital. Several decades ago. 
when I first saw Bambi. the goal of environmentalists was to 
convince people of the seriousness. indeed the reality. of the eco- 
logical crisis. That struggle has not been definitively won, but it 
has shifted into a new phase. The challenge we now face is to 
formulate an appropriate analysis of and response to this crisis — 
one that is radical, emancipatory, and sustainable. Social ecology 
offers the critical tools to help meet that challenge. 





Peter Staudenmaier is a faculty member at the Institute for Social 
Ecology. and has been active in anarchist and ecological move- 
ments in Germany and the United States since the 1980s. Mr. 
Staudenmaier works with several worker- and resident-managed 
cooperatives in Madison, Wisconsin. including Rainbow Book- 
store Cooperative. He writes and lectures on history. economics. 
and political theory. and is the co-author. along with Janet Biehl. 
of Ecofascism: Lessons from the German Experience. published 
by AK Press. This essay is reprinted from the Institue for Social 
Ecology's June 2001 newsletter. See u ww.social-ecology.org, 
Contact him at pstauden@ hotmail.com 
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Medical Emergency for Black Liberation 
_ Army POW Robert Seth Hayes | 


Robert Seth Hayes is a Black/New Afrikan brain damage, blindness and other serious prab- 


political prisoner who has been in prison in New 
York State since 1973 (over 28 years). Raised in 
NYC, he served in Viet Nam, returned home and 
became active in the Black Panther Party (BPP). 


lems. 


On April 2, 2001, Seth was moved from Grea} 
Meadows at Comstock to, Clinton Correctianaj 


Facility in Dannemora. This the prison where 
Albert Nuh Washington was when his health be- 
gan to fail. According to his lawyer and pag} 
experiences of many pp/pows, the health care aj 
Clinton is even worse than the miserable state jj 
is in at Comstock. Contrary to every conceivabig 
expert on diabetes and everything ever writtep 
on it, they do not 
test blood sugars 
at Clinton; no fin- 
ger sticks, no 
nothing. So, all the 
diabetics line up 
and get shot up 
with no knowledge 
of whether the dos- 
age is too high, too 
low or whatever. 
Also, while Seth 
does not have all his 
property (and no ac- 
cess to whatever 


The BPP and those active in the Black liberation 
movement became targets for the U.S. 
government’s COINTELPRO, and many were 
either forced or persuaded to go underground as a 
result. 

Seth was identified as a member of the Black 
Liberation Army (BLA). He was convicted, dur- 
ing a time of media and police frenzy to destroy 
the Black movement, of killing a NYC Transit 
police officer and sentenced to 25 years to life in 
prison. He has been before the parole board twice 
and been denied release. 

Seth has devoted his entire adult life to the 
cause of Black Liberation and human rights and 
. dignity for all people. 

Many of you may be familiar with his history 
and medical situation. Seth has diabetes and Hepa- 
titis C and the care he has been receiving in prison 
was described as poor and ‘third class’ by an 
outside endocrinologist. Seth needs a liver bi- 
opsy, his blood sugars monitored at least 4 times 


Dear Dr. Wright: 


been neglig 


more effectively. M 
control his diabetes. 


danger for compli 


i am writing to demand that Mr. Pay 
necessary and propel medical care, wn! 
denied to him. By all aséeptable S nate 
ent and inadequate, and 

to 

i to assess the damage 

weal Mr. Hayes was put on a course ofin 

invasi diéation, a 
invasive oral medication, 

on adjusted for his Varying blood sugar | 


ly, itis imperative 
eres mo Haa has been denied a proper 


ian Athi ar levels 
fluctuation f his blood sugar "= 
Ee calignis as serious as brain an 


cal, but we can make a difference. Please send the 
letter provided to the Medical Director of the 
Dept. of Corrections, and please pass this infor- 
mation and the sample letter to anyone you can 
think of, via e- or snail mail. And write to Seth: 

Please write: 

Lester Wright, MD 

Deputy Commissioner DOCS 

1220 Washington Avenue 

Albany, NY 12226 


es be provided with all 
h has thus far been = 
tandards, his diabetes care a 
gently requires a es 

is li om Hepatitis C and — 
He ei sulin without first trying 

not 
is insulin dosages have 

Gee evels. These levels 


itored 
i t they be monitore 
ive that they diet to help 


presents a clear 
dkidney damage. 


obvious medical 
a day, proper dosages of insulin based on blood food he has) the dia- Yet your office continues to deny et Ba co Now the 
sugar level readings, a controlled diabetic diet, betic prisoners do not evidence that Mr. Hayes nas Pe he has been transferred toa 
among other things. have access to any | situation has gotten even pon SS minimal diabetic care, 
A letter campaign was launched to urge the food during the night, | facility that does not perform eve d sugars and 


Department Of Correctional Services (DOCS) 


to provide all the proper and necessary medical 
treatment to Seth. 


Howeyer, despite all evidence to the contrary, 


for instance in the 
event that they have 
some low blood sugar 






„Situation. Also, pre- | proper Me iiia 
the Deputy Commissioner and Chief Medical sumably, Caa i aai e EOC a es 
Officer has stated (March 28, 2001) that Seth is facilities to give him a [YOUR CA Ag p F E 
receiving appropriate medical care. liver biopsy up there. It ee suisaritipegtaph, Esa: AME YAK Of hy 

He has experienced numbness, neuropathy and seems clear however, 351 Broadway, 


infections, all of which could be controlled through 
proper diabetes management. Outside experts 


that unless there is some 
mass response to the 


if testing of bloo 
the regular several-times-a-day testing O 
provision of dietary snacks. 
~ \join many ethers in d 
er medical carg immediately. 


NYC, N¥ 10013 


i | 
emanding that Mr. Hayes be given al 
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ge E Robert Seth Hayes 
have warned that unless his abnormal blood sugar situation it is only going #74-A-2280 / Box 2000 
levels are controlled, Seth will suffer from long to get worse. Clinton Gorr. Facility 


term effects of uncontrolled diabetes: kidney and Seth’s situation is criti- 


Philly ABCF Initiates 
New Queer Caucus 


A new radical queer caucus is forming and 
welcomes involvement from queer people of all 
kinds (gays, lesbians, bisexuals, trannies, queens, 
and kings, etc.). This caucus is part of the Anar- 
chist Black Cross Federation and will focus on 
creating a larger space and louder voice for radical 
queers within the greater activist community. We 
feel that it is necessary to show a radical queer 
presence in the greater activist movement. 

We hope to create a support network for HIV+ 


culture of American waste, greed, and exploita- 
tion. And we most certainly will not turn a bling 
eye as our brothers and sisters are dying in the 
prison industrial gulag, and queers are constantly 
being attacked on the streets by bigots and fag- 
cist Cops. 

If you are interested in working with us, ygi 
can subscribe to our listserve at queerahe- 
subscribe @ yahoogroups.com or contact us ai: 


Dannefiora, NY 12929 


prisoners and queers in jail, to continue to sup- 
port political prisoners, and prisoners of war 
and build solidarity between the queer liberation 
struggle and the movements they came from. 

We plan on bringing radical issues back into 
the queer rights movement, and to bring queer 
issues into the forefront of the movement for 
social justice, and to build solidarity with other 
Oppressed groups. 

We intend on reclaiming a place for radical 
queers in the movements for social justice and 
liberty. We are tired of being marginalized by 
white middle to upper class liberals who con- 
stantly fall back on the democratic party as if 
they were an ally to queer liberation. We do not - 
see the right to same sex marriage as the ultimate 
goal for queer liberation. 

We will not be fooled by advertising campaigns 
covered in rainbow stickers. We will not allow 
ourselves to be assimilated into the corporate 


ABC Queer Caucus 
4722 Baltimore Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
queerabc @ yahoo.com 


or contact our friends at OUT/WORD: 
Resource guide for LGBT/TS/HIV 

affected prisoners and prisoner advocates *frg¢ 
to all - stamps/donations appreciated* 


OUT/WORD 

c/o S. Berry 

P.O. Box 20900, 

Tompkins Sq. Sta. 

New York, NY 10009-8974 
718/670.3719 / dumba @tao.ca 





The biggest news is that the Tactical Defense 
Caucus (TDC) has just released the premiere is- 
sue of our zine Condition Red Quarterly, or CRQ. 
In the first two days of its release, we received 
requests for more than double what we thought 
our entire press run would be. So that is very 
exciting. All feedback we have received so far is 
excellent and we look forward to keeping this up. 
Copies of issue #1 are still available for $2 each 
from Jax ABCF. If you want to distro the zine, 
order 5 or more and you can get them for the 
distributors price of $1.25 each. Issue #2 is due 
out sometime in late July or early August. 

We are also drafting our 3rd video HDP - Heavy 
Duty Pistol, to be filmed later this year. Keep an 
eye out for that. Video’s one and two, Shotgun 
Tactics for Self Defense and The Urban Rifle are 
still available for $15 each or $25 for both + $2 
shipping per tape. 

Jax TDC has also given 3 Heavy Duty Pistol 
Classes so far in the year 2001. We’ll be giving 
another Heavy Duty Pistol class and Combat 
Shotgun class in OH and are planning another 
class for the PA area later in the fall. 

In addition, activists from around the country 
have been contacting us about wanting to take 
classes here in Jacksonville. If any of this inter- 
ests you, please contact us. We will be glad to go 
over with you or your group of people what is 
involved in taking classes. 


“Any movement that 
do not support their 
political internees is 


a sham movement!” 
-Ojore Lutalo 





UPDATE 


from Spain 
Spanish ABC 
member framed! 


The following is a communique we. re- 
ceived from ABC in Spain. This is an update to 





Dear comrades: 


We have just learned that our anarchist framed 
comrade Eduardo Garcia is having a preliminary 
trial Thursday 24* May. The judge Maria Teresa 
Palacios is going to decide wether to keep Edu 
jailed until “decisive” trial or let him stay in the 
streets. 

Please be aware, as we fear she may decide to 
keep him jailed ... And prepare to let the Spanish 
government know about your concern on 
Eduardo’s case if that happens. 

This situation, previous to the “definitive” trial 
is very important. If we express our solidarity 
and pressure the Spanish government, he may be 
absolved in the “definitive” trial. If the Spanish 
government doesn’t find any resistance to its 
attacks on the prisoner’s solidarity movement, 
they may increase their repression both against 
prisoners and against supporters in the streets. 

Please note that the Spanish government 
doesn’t want its ugly image to be more spread, 
SO international public pressure (gatherings, fly- 
ers, paintings...) in its embassy or consulates can 
be quite a big pressure and are easy actions for 
any comrade around the world. More news soon! 
LOVE AND ANARCHIST RAGE FROM 
MADRID! SEE YOU IN BARCELONA! 


Please continue to send letters: 
EDUARDO GARCIaA MACIAS 
Modulo 4 

CP:Madrid V SOTO DEL REAL 
2879] SOTO DEL REAL 
MADRID 


Financial support: 
CAJA MADRID: 


2038-1022-21-3004669143 a nombre de Elsa 
Sola Peces 


Contact Eduardo’s ABC group: 
CNA Madrid 

Paseo de Alberto palacios 2 
28021 Madrid 

Spain : 
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Ruckus... 


continued from page 12 


branch or to form one if one doesn’t exist. 

4. Effectiveness and accountability. A democratic 
means of making decisions and carrying them out 
should be established. Members who do not meet 
their responsibilities should be held accountable 
for failing to do so. 


AGAINST THE WHITE RACE 


The proposed organization’s priority should 
be to destroy white supremacy, a system that 
grants those defined as “white” special privi- 
leges in society, such as preferred access to the 
best schools, neighborhoods, jobs, and health care; 
greater advantages in accumulating wealth; a lesser 
likelihood of eee and better treatment 





exchange for these pris 
police the rest of the n 


revolutionary ie." 
AGAINST THE STATE 
The proposed organization should be anti- 
statist. The function of the state is to perpetuate 
_therūle of the oppressing class and maintain its 


< own power. It therefore has nothing to do witha 


free society and should be abolished. A revolu- 
tionary strategy seeks to undermine the state by 
developing a dual power strategy. A dual power 
“strategy is one that directly challenges institu- 


“»tions of power and at the same time, in some — 


way, prefigures the new institutions we envi- 
sion. A dual power strategy not only opposes 


Freedom... 


continued from page 15 


and the feminist movement. SNCC forced the 
civil rights movement to enter the most danger- 


ous areas of the South. It pioneered the idea of 


young people ‘dropping out’ for a year or two to 
work for social change. It pushed the proposi- 


tion that merely bettering the living conditions of 


the oppressed was insufficient; that has to be 
done in conjunction with giving those people a 
voice in the decisions that shape their lives. As 
SNCC learned to see beyond the lunch counter. 
the increasingly radical philosophies that emerged 
within the organization directly and indirectly 
encouraged a generation of scholars and activists 
to reconsider the ways social inequality i IS gener- 
ated and sustained.” 

One model of organizing in SNCC was the 
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the state, it also prepares us for the difficult ques- 
tions that will arise in a revolutionary situation. 
The organization should also support the prin- 


_ ciple of self-determination, or the right for people 


to control their own life and destiny. Movements 
for self-determination have often assumed the 
politics of nationalism. Anarchists have tradi- 
tionally rejected nationalism as a tool of oppres- 
sion. We recognize that anti-statism and nation- 


-alism are often contradictory tendencies, since 
nationalism often supports the creation of na- 


tion-states. However, it has also been a liberating 
force in world history, particularly in the struggle 
against colonialism. Thus, despite its contradic- 
tions, nationalist struggles cannot be rejected out 
of hand by anti-authoritarian revolutionaries. The 
task is to encourage the development of anti- 
Statist tendencies within nationalist movements, 
not to denounce the struggles of oppressed 


peoples because they assume a nationalist form. 


A FEMINIST ORGANIZATION _ 


arhe laa we envision soud ; 


E 
STRATEGY l 


The proposed federation should recognize that 
political theory, no matter how strong, can ae- 
complish little if it is not combined with effec- 
tive strategy. The actions taken by the organiza- 
tion, its involvement in mass movements, and its 
public statements should all be determined on a 
strategic basis. The focus of our work should be” 
involving ourselves in movements and activism 
where there is the potential to work toward the 
building of a dual power. Social reforms won by 
progressive movements may be important, but if 
they do not work toward a dual power they are 


Freedom School used in Mississippi. The Free- 


dom Schools prioritized political education in- 


formed by daily reality-to connect. day-to- day 
experiences with an institutional analysis. The 
Freedom Schools focused on building leadership 
and. training organizers. SNCC envisioned the 
schools to operate as “parallel institutions” oF 
what many anarchists refer to today as “counter- 
institutions.” Charlie Cobb, who first proposed 
the creation of the Freedom Schools said that the 
schools were to be “an educational experience 
for students which will make it possible for them 
to challenge the myths of our society; to perceive 
more clearly its realities and to find alternatives 
and ultimately, new directions for action.” Cur- 
riculum at the schools ranged from “Introducing 
the Power Structure,” to critiques of materialism 
in “Material Things and Soul Things.” There were 


classes on non-violence and direct action as well . 





* ABC OF pe sae By Alexander b Berkman: This is way more than ABC's! ($10) 


* Active TRANSFORMATION: A direct action anarchist newspaper. ($1) 

%* ANARCHISM AND ANARCHIST COMMUNISM, By Peter Kropotkin: Two awesome essays! ($6) 

% ARSENAL: A magazine of Anarchist strategy and culture. ($2) 

* Barricapa: Revolutionary Leftist Publication of the Barricada Collective. ($1) 

x Brincinc Democracy Home: Booklet of 6 essays on democracy, the anti- 
globalization movement and creating social revolution... a must have! ($3) 

* CLAMOR: An awesome magazine of radical voices on art, cultural criticism, 








photography, politics and music. ($2) 


% THE NORTHEASTERN ANARCHIST: The publication of the NorthEastern 





Federation of Anarcho-Communists ($2) 


* Onwarp: The best damn newspaper you'll ever read! Great articles, superb 
layout, your life is meaningless without a copy. Every issue. ($1) 
* We have pamphlets on many differenent topics. Send a couple bucks for some. 








not the concerns of a revolutionary organization. 
For example, animal liberation is a worthy cause, 
but, itis difficult to imagine how a campaign for 
animal liberation could threaten state power and 
foreshadow a new society. 

Thus, while a revolutionary organization may 
applaud animal liberation activities, it would not 
devote energy toward animal rights. On the other 
hand, a program to develop local Copwatch chap- 
ters could represent a dual power strategy, since 
monitoring the police undermines state power 
by disrupting the cops’ ability to enforce class 
and color lines and also foreshadows anew soci- 
ety in which ordinary people take responsibility 
for ensuring the safety of their communities. 
Thus, campaigns developed by the organization 
that do not contribute toward the building of a 
dual pone 
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women’s libération, the abolitionist Toenn 
and both classical and contemporary revolution- 
ary anarchism. The praxis addressed within is 
also based on our experience with grassroots 
political work, particularly in Phoenix Copwatch. 
If you are interested in the politics of this pro- 
posal apd would dike to discuss it further, con- 
fact us. 

Bring the F Ruckus 

P.O. Box 1543 

Phoenix, AZ 85001602-241-6353 

ruckus @illegalvoices.org 


http://www.illegalvoices.org/ruckus 


ture manipulates the fears of poor whites. The 
lessons learned from the Freedom Schools can 
help us to envision programs that educate as well 


as train people to take action. ; 


Ella Baker devoted her time, energy and wis- 
dom to SNCC, which came to embody the values 
of participatory democracy and grassroots com- 
munity organizing she helped develop through- 
out her life as a radical organizer. Both Baker and 
SNCC struggled to create collective leadership, 
engage in activism that empowered others to get 
active, generate change from the bottom up and 


expand democratic decision making into daily life. 


The history and experiences of SNCC offer 
much to organizers today, in terms of how we go 
about our work and how we envision our goals. 
One organizer from SNCC. Bob Zellner, described 
being an organizer as similar to a juggling act, 
“Organizers had to be morale boosters, teachers, 
welfare agents, transportation coordinators, can- 
vassers, public speakers, negotiators, lawyers, 
all while communicating with people who range 
from illiterate sharecroppers to well-off profes- 
sionals and while enduring harassment from agents 
of the law and listening with one ear for threats 
of violence. Exciting days and major victories are 
rare.” Ella Baker described community organiz- 
ing as ‘spade work.’ as in the hard work garden- 
ing when you prepare the soil for seeds for the 
next season. It’s hard, but it makes it possible for 
the garden to grow. 

Charles Payne warns us repeatedly to look at 
the everyday work that builds movements and 
creates social change and to draw from those 
experiences to learn the lessons for our work. He 
writes, “Overemphasizing the movement's more 
dramatic features, we undervalue the patient and 
sustained effort, the slow, respectful work, that 
made the dramatic moments possible.” 

From here. he develops an analysis of how 
sexism operates in organizing efforts. He explores 
why it is that in most histories of social move- 
ments, the profound impact of women is rarely 

continued on page 18 
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movements, 2. create a leading political example 
of white solidarity with national liberation, 3. 
educate about key political issues, 4. identify 
the institutions most responsible for oppression, 
and 5. encourage others to intensify activism 
despite state repression. We also provided ex- 
amples of non-armed struggle (i.e. spray paint- 
ing), pursued dialogue with the aboveground 
movement by writing to and reading responses 
in radical newspapers, and even developed our 
own underground print shop. We wrote and pub- 
lished the book Prairie Fire, a cogent statement 
of the politics of revolutionary anti-imperialism. 
The WUO’s more than 20 bombings included 
the US Capitol Building after the US expanded 
the war in Indochina by invading Laos in Febru- 
ary 1971; the NY State prison headquarters af- 
ter the September 1971 massacre at Attica; and 
Kennecott Copper Company on the anniversary 
of the bloody 1973 coup against democracy in 
Chile. Every action was accompanied by a well- 
reasoned communiqué articulating the political 
issues. While there are no guarantees, we placed 
the highest priority on avoiding civilian casual- 
ties, and fortunately succeeded. (For more on 
the opposite principles guiding revolutionary vs. 


_reactionary violence, see “Enemies of the State,” 


p. 38. See p. 18 for info on ordering EOS.) 

The FBI never broke the WUO, but in 1977 
we imploded from our own weaknesses. The 
downfall came from drifting back into the tradi- 
tional failures of the white left, with the politics 
of the “multinational working class,” and a plan 
to surface from the underground to be central to 
“leading” the “whole US revolution.” These po- 
sitions negated the independent and leading role 
of people of color within the US and undercut 
autonomous women’s formations. When those 
forces sharply criticized us, we — with our vital- 
ity sapped by the lack of internal democracy — 
couldn’t deal with it and instead split apart amid 
harsh recriminations. 

The WUO was born in the era of the breath- 
taking rise of national liberation, in opposition — 
to the US foundation of white supremacy and 
on the heels of exciting movement victories met 
by fierce government repression. Our demise 
was also rooted in heavy historical realities: 1. 
COINTELPRO (along with internal weak- 
nesses) had decimated the Black, Native and 
Latino leadership that had inspired progressive 
motion among whites; 2 our strongest base, the 
anti-war movement, drastically shrunk after the 
US’s 1973 withdrawal from Vietnam; 3. we 
didn't realize that we hadn’t done nearly enough 
to transform anti-war consciousness to a deeper 
anti-racism and anti-imperialism. 

In learning from history, we need to break 
from the mainstream culture that defines people 
“as either purely “good guys” or purely “bad 
guys,’ which can lead to the self-delusion that 
getting certain basics down guarantees that ev- 
erything else we do is right. The WUO made 
giant errors along with path breaking advances. 
Hopefully both are rich in lessons for a new gen- 
eration of activists. 





In 1965, David was the founding chairman of the 
Vietnam Committee and a founding member of 
the SDS chapter at Columbia. In 1967. he wrote 
the first national SDS pamphlet on “US imperi- 
alism.” He participated in the Columbia strike of 
1968: joined the underground resistance in 1970: 
and is doing a life sentence after being busted as 
part of the “Brinks” case of 1981. (See p. 20 for 
his contact info!) 
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mentioned. In the Civil Rights movements it was women and 
young people who were the backbone of the struggle. On this 
Payne writes, “We know beyond dispute that women were fre- 
quently the dominant force in the movement. Their historical in- 
visibility is perhaps the most compelling example of the way our 
shared images of the movement distort and confuse the historical 
reality. There is a parallel with the way in which we typically fail 
to see women’s work in other spheres. Arlene Daniels, among 
others, has noted that what we socially define as ‘work’ are those 
activities that are public rather than private and those activities for 
which we get paid. In the same way, the tendency in the popular 
imagination and in much scholarship has been to reduce the move- 
ment to stirring speeches — given by men — and dramatic demon- 
strations — led by men. The everyday maintenance of the move- 
ment, women’s work, overwhelmingly, is effectively devalued, 
sinking beneath the level of our sight.” 

This was the strength of Ella Baker’s work, a strength we can 
learn enormously from: attention to group development. Ella Baker 
stressed the need to not only politicize and mobilize people, but 
to consciously develop people’s capacities to be organizers and 
leaders in the long haul struggle for a better world. While “each one 
teach one” strategies and training people in the skills of organizing 
doesn’t grab headlines in the media, it is this work that builds 
movement and develops a community of empowerment, solidar- 
ity and support that we need in order to transform society. Ella 
Baker’s legacy is one that both inspires and informs our day-to- 
day efforts. The challenge before us is to make sense of her legacy 
in relationship to our work today. 

RESISTING PRIVILEGE, REDEFINING POWER 

AND RETHINKING LEADERSHIP  _ 

At the beginning of this essay I mentioned three immediate 
challenges which present themselves to white activists generally 
and white anarchists in particular and they were: understanding 
and dismantling privilege and oppression based on race, class and 
gender; critically examining our understandings of power; and re- 
thinking our conception of leadership. As a white anarchist, I 
want to embrace the complexity of these- issues, to acknowledge 
that there are no clear answers, but rather good questions that can 
challenge us to go further, to break out of what is comfortable and 
static so that we can open up new possibilities. 

First, the challenge of understanding and dismantling privilege 
and oppression based on race, class and gender. When talking 
about privilege and how it relates to one’s life, it is important to 
stay focused on the goal of such reflection. It isn’t about guilt or 
confessing to one’s sins. Rather, it is about placing oneself in the 
matrix of domination that shapes our society. Recognizing the 
complex nature of where one is placed allows for sharper insights 
into how your position influences you and how you can take part 
in dismantling the structures of domination altogether. It is also 
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important to recognize how one’s place in society shifts and takes 
on new meaning in different situations, which pushes us to be 
more aware of these dynamics. 

For example, white privilege jinpacts the ways that white radi- 
cals conceive of politics and organizing. I’ve been socialized most 
of my life to speak my mind, #6 take my opinions and thoughts 
seriously. Teachers, parents and adults have looked at kids like me 
as the “future of this country.” Pictures of people who looked like 
me (white, male and ‘assurediy’ heterosexual) filled the history 
books, were the important pegple on the walls and were cel- 
ebrated as the smartest and brightest of those who have ever lived. 
Much of my initial politics was based on rejecting this middle 
class culture, rejecting this role 6f being among the “future leaders 
of this great country.” I had the material privilege to do this com- 
fortably, in terms of money and my parents’ house. I say all of 
this not because I feel the need {6 express some sort of guilt, but 
rather to place myself in both history and society. In this way, I 
can analyze how my privilege, my location in the matrix, impacts 
my view of the world, my undgfstanding of myself and my con- 
ception of organizing, resistanéé and liberation. 

The understanding of power diid leadership held by most anar- 
chists has maintained inequalities within anarchist circles and in 
our relationships with others. {i our rejection'of both power and 
leadership, we frequently work iñ or create organizations that are 
breeding grounds for informal hierarchies often defined by race, 
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Please send your classifieds listing plus a couple bucks to ONWARD attn: Classifieds. Listings should be 10-50 words max. 


PUBLICATIONS & BOOKLETS 





ENEMIES OF SOLIDARITY 
THE STATE | A small-scale publishing 


project devotéd to making in- 
teresting and important politi- 
cal writings available in book- 
let form and online at a low 
cost, high quality form. We are 
committed to revolutionary 
left-wing, anti-imperialist, 
anti-colonial and anti-patriar- 
chal politics and a non-exclu- 


| 
| 
| 
| Interviews with white anti-im- 
perialist political prisoners 
anra Whitehorn (now re- 
leased), David Gilbert and 
| Marilyn Buck on tactics, strat- 
egy, movement history and the 


| future. 
For more info: RnB c/o 


PANRB., 339 Lafayette 
Street, NY 10012, 

mmmsrnb @igc.org 

| To order: $6.00, plus P+H. 

| AK Press Distribution 
674-A 23” St. 
Oakland CA 94612 

| akpress @akpress.org, 


kate Sharpley 
| 
| Library 


|The KSL contains approxi- 


mately 7000 English language | 


volumes and a large number of 
periodicals dating from the nine- 
leeeath century onward. The li- 
[brary also holds material in a 


|variety of foreign languages. | 


KSL also publishes lost areas 
of anarchist history. 

Kate Sharpley Library 

BM Hurricane 

london WCIN 3XX 
England 

|In the US: 

KSE 

[EDEB 820 

2425 Channing Way 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

Îkar98 @dial.pipex.com 

| http://flag.blackened.com/ks! 


sive focus on writings by po- 
litical prisoners. 

Contact us at: 

2035 Boul. St-Laurent 

2nd floor 

Montreal, Quebec 

Canada H2X 2T3 

solidarity @tao.ca 
www.tao.ca/~solidarity 


Marilyn Buck 
Poetry Book 


Anti-imperialist activist and 
political prisoner Marilyn Buck 
has published a short collection 
of her poems entitled “Rescue 
the Word.” 

It is available for $5 (plus $5 
shipping/handling) from 
Friends of Marilyn Buck c/o 
Legal Services for Prisoners 
with Children 

100 McAllister Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

A poster of her “Wild Poppies” 
poem is also available for $5 
from the same address. 

see http://prisonactivist.org/ 
pps+pows/marilynbuck for 
more info. 





ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Industrial Renewing the | 
Worker | Anarchist Tradition | 
“The voice of revolutionary in- | Conference | 


dustrial unionism.” The news- 
paper of the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World. 
To order: Send $1 to 
Industrial Worker 
PO Box 13476 
Philadelphia, PA 19101 
iw @parsons.iww.org 


| A conference to provide a 
scholarly space in which both 
to reexamine and reinvigorate | 
the social and political tradi- 
tion of anarchism. In creating a | 
forum in which to reflect on an 
refresh the anarchist tradition, 
anarchims may inch forward a 


Subscriptions: $15/year. 


The Match 


A long-running anti-authoritar- 
ian anarchist journal. 

To order: Suggested price an 
newsstands is $2.75. Subscrip- 
tions are free but donations are 
welcome and needed. Na 
checks -- only cash or stamps. 
The Match 

PO Box 3912 

Tucson, AZ 85702 


Interview with the 
Collective of 
Prisoners of Action 
Directe on Armed 
Struggle 


Interview booklet on the poli- 
tics of armed struggle with im- 
prisoned members of the un- 
derground French group Ac- 
tion Directe. Produced by the 
Gent Anarchist Black Cross. 
Contact ABC Gent for price 
and ordering information: 
PB 40 

9000 Gent 2 

Belgique 


bit as an ethos. We hope that | 
this is one of many steps to- 

ward a critical anarchist theory | 
and vision for the 21st century. | 


AUGUST 23-26, 2001 
Plainfield, Vermont 
at the Institute for | 
Social Ecology | 
www.homemadejam.org/ | 
renew/index.html | 
| 


Permanent 
Autonomous Zone | 
Conference | 


A conference to promote thel 
institutions we are creating to| 
provide alternatives to thos 

controlled by government ay 
profit-motivated forces | 


AUGUST 31- SEPTEMBER) 
3, 2001 | 


PAZ Conference | 
PO Box 4964 | 
Louisville, KY 40204 | 
(Please send SASE if 

possible) | 
pazconf @anonymous.to | 
http://www.infoshop.org/ | 
paz/index.html | 
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In the Streets 
or in the 
Workplace? 


Dear Onward, 

Great paper! 

I was most interested in Chris Dixon’s piece 
(“Finding Hope After Seattle” in ONWARD vol. 
I iss. 4). Seattle was certainly a wake-up call, 
and I am very well aware of the hope, the exhila- 
ration of a reconstituted movement. I was very 
glad to see his (her?) pointing out that very, VERY 
many people (including me) simply cannot af- 
ford to be trotting all over the nation.world to 
attend events. Also very well taken was the point 
about the kid who wished he could confront the 
cops every day — hopefully, he’ll get over his 
youthful taste of raging testosterone. 

I wish Dixon would have gone on to state that, 
ultimately, the struggle is NOT on the streets, 
but in the workplace. The ruling class is per- 
fectly willing to continue to spend our money to 
control us in the streets — weaponry, propaganda, 
provocation, prisons are all growth industries. 

What the ruling class is NOT willing to have is 
disruption in the generating of its profits. That is 
why the working people of the world is still and 
always the center of the struggle: not because 
they are any more noble or wonderful than other 
sectors of society — but because when they re- 
move their hands from production, distribution, 
transprotation, communication — IT STOPS. 

The big, cardinal mistake of the 60s was the 
notion that the student movement could do it by 
itself. We have paid dearly for that error. Sure. 
we Il make mistakes. But at least let’s not make 
the same ones! = 

ee Solidarity, 
Joanne Forman 
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The Onward Collective responds 


Hello Joanne, 

Thanks so much for the kind letter! We en- 
joyed reading it. We agree very much that work- 
ers can stop “business as usual” by resisting in 
the workplace. We have an incredible amount of 


power when we exercise it by organizing. But SQ. 


many unions today are simply bargaining for a 
better position within capitalism instead of fight- 
ing to overthrow it. 

I also think that there is much more power in 
street protests than you may have given credit. 
Putting a stop to the flow of capital accumula- 
tion in the streets (the transport of products and 
consumers) is a powerful stand against capital- 
ism and the State and is quite an accomplishment 
when organized by the grassroots. Not only is it 
an attack on the economic system (capitalism), 
it’s also an attack on the other main power that 
asserts itself over us, the political system (repre- 
sentative “democracy’’). Masses in the streets 
are demanding not just a different economy, but a 
different political system as well. “Direct-De- 
mocracy” is becoming a rallying point. It is this 
type of temporary direct-democracy that we 
participate in at mass demonstrations that are 
informing our broader political ideas for a soci- 
ety based on direct-democracy of the economic 
as well as the political and social arenas. In the 
broader idea there is room for a workplace de- 
mocracy as well as a community or municipal 
direct-democracy together to create a new world. 

Solidarity, 
Rob Augman 
Onward Colectiye 





A Note to 


Euro-American 
Radicals 





Dear Dan, 

Yes, I am in agreement with that many seg- 
ments of the progressive movement in this coun- 
try are without direction, having no specific goal 
to achieve. However, the New Afrikan Indepen- 
dence Movement is certain about their goals and 
objectives, and I believe many Native American 
Nations know they want to secure their sover- 
eignty. I believe for the most part, it is the Euro- 
pean-American progressive movements that are 
directionless, rebelling without a specific goal to 
achieve. Of course, they know they are anti-rac- 
ist/anti-imperialist, opposing globalism and US 
corporate hegemony. But in terms of what they 
intend to build, they are for the most part 
clueless. Yet, I am certain that within the next 5- 
10 years, anew ideological determinant will evolve 
that will provide political goals to achieve. I am 
certain that once Euro-American activists come 
to realize that Native Americans and New 
Afrikans intend to secure their independence and 
sovereignty, they'll realize that the class struggle 
against capitalist-imperialism is the primary ob- 
jective, for which a new socioeconomic order will 
need to be built. 


Also, I believe it is extremely important that 


Euro-Americans begin to recognize that this coun- 
try is consolidating fascism, the military and cor- 
porate alliances of government that overtly sup- 
press opposition. The brothers, sisters, uncles 
and aunts, the family members of police and mili- 


tary will need to take a position against. their 


family members in service of racist-fascism. This 
will be a major challenge for Euro-Americans, the 
realization that their fight will be one to essen- 






tially destroy the American they know. and pute 
something entirely different. They will have to 
challenge their mothers and fathers for their be- 
trayal and failure, the children of the 50s and 60s. 

I believe once this understanding is thoroughly 
grasped by the growing activist movement, they 


will then prepare for what needs to be accom-. 


plished. The organization for this development 
will evolve with heightened political conscious- 
ness and responsibility. In the meantime. it would 
be wise for a national conference, a poor and 
oppressed people’s conference to forge a national 
agenda to challenge the government of the plu- 
tocracy. Until such time I believe Euro-American 
activists will continue to be a helter-skelter move- 
ment, believing that revolution is a series of events 
rather than a process of purging oneself of the 
mindset of racism and white skin privilege sup- 
ported by a system of fascist capitalist- -imperi- 
alism. 

Let me add that when Euro-American activ- 
ists en masse demand reparations for Afrikan 
slavery and America apologizes for engaging in 
crimes against humanity for the genocidal mur- 
der of Native Americans and enslavement of 
Afrikans, we will have taken a fundamental step 
forward! 

In Struggle, 
Anthony Jalil Bottom 
(see p. 20 for Jalil’s contact info.) 





_ Anti-Capitalis 


X naa from page 14 
ths of organizational and educational work prior to Quebec 


City’s convergence. Here, the tired bumpersticker phrase, “Think 
Globally. Act Locally.” took on renewed meaning in CLAC/CASA’s 
efforts. While they brought teach-ins to numerous cities across 
Canada and the United States, and put out their politics on the 
World Wide Web, the real key to their strategy was the attempt to 
win over the summit “host” city itself (where many CASA mem- 
bers live and work). Rather than merely organizing a weekend- 
long direct action, CLAC/CASA used the global and continental 
issues raised by the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas as a 
wedge into their own communities, as a way to develop radical 
resistance for ongoing struggles long after the tear gas clears. These 
Canadian-based organizers. in short, never lost sight of the need to 
link the global to the local, and to do such community work openly 
as radicals. They thereby succeeded in one of the more difficult 
tasks: bringing anti-capitalism home. 

A few examples suffice to illustrate the scope of their commu- 
nity activism. For instance, they asked Quebec City inhabitants 
to “adopt a protester.” which meant agreeing to house and hence 
have relatively intimate contact with an anti-capitalist out-of-towner 
during the convergence. CLAC/CASA’s massive leafletting effort 
in Quebec City, on the streets and door to door. included handing 
out thousands of copies of a four-page bilingual tabloid that tried 
to debunk fear-provoking stereotypes and urged townfolks to 
“unite in one big anarchist contingent on A21.” The anti- 
capitalist organizers worked in and with grassroots neighborhood 
associations, and helped ensure that a no-arrest zone was placed 
in the residential area abutting the fenced-in summit to create a 


sense of security for the locals. After the convergence. members of 


CASA pitched in to help other city residents decontaminate the 
urban parks atfected by tear gas. 

This community organizing campaign — slipping into public 
relations at times — put a positive human face to the negative 


media (and state/police) portrait of anarchists and gave locals some - 


of the knowledge they needed to begin to judge (and hopefully 
reject) capitalism for themselves. It probably convinced numer- 
ous Quebecois to participate in the days of resistance (or at least 
provide water and bathrooms, as many did), and much more than 
that, built a solid foundation of support, sympathy, and trust in 
the community for longer-term projects. The fact that Laval Uni- 
versily gave several of its comparatively luxurious buildings in 
Quebec City over to CLAC/CASA for such things as a conver- 
gence center, sleeping facilities (housing over 2.500 people). and 
rallying point for the two anti-capitalist marches is testimony to 
these two groups’ grassroots efforts. 

CLAC/CASA have proved that it is possible not just to bring 
thousands into your city but to also work closely with the thou- 
sands already there to radicalize and mobilize them for the conver- 






gence and beyond. Given that the cities where summits and minis- 
ters meet constantly rotate, many anti-capitalists will probably 
get their chance at “hosting” a convergence and could therefore 
view it as an opportunity to link global concerns to on-the-ground 
local struggles. Left in the wake of summits and direct actions 
could be not a small, weary group of anarchist organizers but a 
large, invigorated radical milieu along with the foundations for 
resistance attempts in numerous cities across the global. 

For it is not a matter of community organizing versus splashy 
direct actions but how to balance the two so they reinforce, comple- 
ment. and build on each other in a way that escalates a revolution- 
ary movement globally — as the efforts of CLAC/CASA has shown. 
While journalist Naomi Klein has been an insightfui commentator 
on this movement, she is wrong in dubbing direct actions as 
“McProtests.” Putting aside the fact that each direct action is not 
alike but borrows from, rejects. and/or transforms elements of 
previous actions — that is. there is often a generative. creative 
process at work — as Quebec City exemplified. mass actions also 
atford moments of real gain that would otherwise not be possible 
if resistance and reconstruction were merely parochial affairs. And 
they give people hope. 

The real task of social transformation has only just been 
glimpsed. of course. Quebec City’s convergence felt revolution- 
ary, yet it was by no means a revolution. CLAC/CASA members. 
like other libertarian anti-capitalists globally, are along way from 
helping to turn the places they live into free cities in a free society. 
At least to date, it also appears that they have done little work, 
much less published thinking, on what a reconstructive vision 
might look like. as well as how to move toward it in their commu- 
nities and this movement. Rather than just a Carnival Against 
Capitalism. a carnival for something might have better provided 
the utopian thrust necessary to sustain and give direction to the 
difficult struggle ahead. 

Nonetheless, by working locally and globally. by nurturing di- 
versity in the arms of an explicitly: anti-authoritarian politics. 
CLAC/CASA. with the help of a flimsy fence that became a mi ghty 
symbol. motivated thousands who came to and live in Quebec 
City to hoist the anti-capitalist banner onto center stage. Some- 
thing did start in Quebec — a distinctly radical movement in North 
America. Now the hard work of self-consciously shaping and 
building that movement must begin. 





Cindy Milstein is a faculty member at the Institute for Social 
Ecology (http://www.social-ecology.org), a board member for the 
Institute for Anarchist Studies (http://flag.blackened.netv/ias) and 
a columnist for Arsenal magazine ( Wwww.azone.org/arsenalmag). 
Contact her at cbmilstein@aol.com. 
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class and gender. We have also frequently argued for a complete 
rejection of organization altogether, advocating for spontaneous 
revolt, which again breeds informal hierarchies with no means of 
challenging this behavior. Given this situation, anarchism is one of 
the most white, often male dominated political movements in the 
US today. Admitting the realities of white supremacy, patriarchy 
and heterosexism, I am not trying to isolate the anarchist move- 
ment, but rather argue that we need to examine where we are if we 
are to seriously think about where we want to go. As a movement 
we also need to look to the writings and organizing of anarchists of 
color, women and queer anarchists for thoughts and leadership 
about what direction we should be and already are going in. 

One of the most significant aspects of anarchism is the argu- 
ment that the ends do not justify the means of organizing. This has 
generally been thought of in terms of the tactics and organizational 
structure used. While there is a strong tendency in anarchism to 
lay out a very simplistic. dualistic framework of good/bad. right/ 
wrong to think about these issues, there is also a large body of 
theory and practice coming overwhelming from anarchists and 
anti-authoritarians who are women, people of color and/or queer. 
The multiple roles of the state, the ways that power operates, 
processes for empowerment and self-determination, what group 
development and collective action looks like and how this informs 
our organizing are all issues being developed. This is not to say 
that everything a radical of color or white queer says is brilliant. 
useful or right . or that nothing a white. hetero. male says is of 
value. Rather, the voices marginalized in larger society are often 
marginalized in radical movements and anarchists who champion 
egalitarianism have a responsibility to do much better then this. 
Furthermore. marginalized voices are often the most radical and 
realistic about social change. 

How anarchism is defined and conceptualized is crucial. For 
example, defining anarchism as being in opposition to not only 
capitalism and the state. but also to white supremacy. patriarchy 
and heterosexism is a move in the direction we need to be going. 
The next step would be to figure out exactly what that shift in 
thinking means for the ways that we view and act in the world. 

How anarchists talk about power is a big issue. For example. 
the all-white anarchist punk band Crass put forward a popular 
and widely-used slogan. “Destroy Power. Not People.” The Black 
Panther Party put forward a slogan that has also been widel y used 
and highly popular. “All Power to the People.” While both of 
these slogans utilize the word “Power. are they both using the 
word the same? Crass talked about oppressive power: the power 
of the state to go to war. the power of capitalism to devastate the 
planet and exploit people. The Black Panther Party talked about 
power in terms of self-determination. The first demand of the 
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Looking to the Light of Freedom... 
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Black Panthers 10 point Party platform was, 
“We want freedom. We want power to determine 
the destiny of our Black community. We believe 
that Black people will not be free until we are 
able to determine our destiny.” The Black Pan- 
thers, Ella Baker, SNCC and many others (in- 


cluding many anarchists), have argued that people. 


are the source of power, and we must organize to 
build collective power to dismantle oppressive 
power. It is also useful to distinguish between 
power over others and power with others. 
Helen Luu, an amazing organizer with Colours 
of Resistance, frames the issue of white privilege 
as following, “Genuine anti-racist work involves 
building alliances and working in solidarity with 
people of colour; it means understanding the ways 
that unequal power relations manifests itself in 
all settings (including activist ones) and how it 
works to oppress some while privileging others; 
it means looking to people of colour as leaders, 
and not as mere tokens in order to prove how 
‘anti-racist’ your group is (‘“We’re not racist! 


Look, we have two Asians in our group!”). fi 

means a whole lot more too, but above all, i 

means being dedicated to proactively and con- 

sciously working to bring down the structure of 

white supremacy and privilege.” 

TOWARDS A THEORY AND 

PRACTICE OF 

ANTI- “AUTHORITARI 
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Thought, Patricia Hill Collins writes, “Black 
women have not conceptualized our quest fof 
empowerment as one of replacing elite white maig 
authorities with ourselves as benevolent Black 
female ones. Instead, African American women 
have overtly rejected theories of power based an 
domination in order to embrace an alternatiye 
vision of power based on a humanist vision of 
self-actualization, self-definition, and self-deter- 
mination.” This understanding of power, coupled 
with a critical analysis of how oppressive powef 
operates, is a solid foundation for our work. 
Organizing is about building collective power. 
which is also about developing the power that 
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each of us has to actand p 
engage with the world. Ẹ 
The ways anarchists 
conceptualize issues of S 
power and politics 
plays out in how we 
conceptualize organiz- 
ing. 

Traditionally, the 


“One person fess 
making all of the deci- Ẹ 
sions in an gauthoritar “ee 


others, often times Ẹ 
blindly. Anarchists 
have been rightfully critical of this model, but 
our thinking needs to be more complex then this. 
Additionally, anarchists are not alone in thinking 
about these issues. Ella Baker and SNCC, among 
many others historically, present an approach to 
organizing that concretely struggles with the ques- 
tion of getting from here to there. 

A theory and practice of anti-authoritarian 


leadership is a subject full of contradictions, ten- 


sions, questions, discomforts, confusion, and un- 
certainties, and that’s what I like about it. Being 
honest about contradictions opens up possibili- 
ties for understanding where as denial does not. 
Furthermore, tensions can be a creative force to 
develop something new and uncharted, as op- 
posed to strict guidelines that contain and re- 
strict. By tensions I mean looking at what exists 
between the binary or dualistic frameworks; the 
gray areas, the ‘both/and’ rather than the ‘either/ 
or, where one is multiple. For example, the ten- 
sion is what exists in the middle, if on one side 
you had leader and the other side was follower. 
What exists in between the two? What does it 
mean to be, all at once, a follower, a leader, an 
individual, a participant in a collective process. 
someone who is privileged on the basis of race 
but oppressed on the basis of gender, someone 
who has experience and wisdom to share with 
the group, and also wants to encourage broad 
participation in discussions, to know that at all 
times one can be both oppositional to and 
complicit with oppression? When all of these 
different positions and ideas are recognized, 
rather than denied, something more creative and 
dynamic can be developed. 3 

A leader and organizer in the spirit of Ella 
Baker is one who actively encourages other 
people’s participation, who works with others 
to develop skills, capacity, analysis and ability 


to take action for the long haul. Baker’s model of 


organizing and leadership is firmly rooted in a 
politics of empowerment. This model of leader- 
ship provides a framework for anarchists to prac- 
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tice the egalitarian and radically democratic poli- 
tics that we advocate for. Anarchists need more 
tools, more concepts to use in our day-to-day 
work. In looking for insights and inspiration on 
organizing that priorities egalitarian practices, I 
have looked to liberation struggles from commu- 
nities of color. Many of these struggles are lead 
by women of color, who are continually produc- 
ing some of the most radical and hopeful strate- 
gies for social transformation out there. 

With that in mind, we should heed the advice 
of anarchist organizer, Gabriel. Sayegh. Sayegh 
writes in, “Redefining Success: White Contra- 
dictions in the Anti-Globalization Movement,” 
“We [white activists] must become active, effec- 
tive listeners if we are serious about being part of 
a movement. We must be willing to challenge our 
selves- our behaviors, actions, and thinking- as 
much as we are willing to challenge the global 
institutions of capitalism. This is a difficult task 
indeed. We can find direction by examining what 
radical people of color have been doing for centu- 
ries-organizing a movement for liberation.” 

We must be willing to struggle over these com- 
plex and difficult questions of theory and prac- 
tice, but we must do so as we engage in our day- 
to-day work to transform ourselves in the pro- 
cess of transforming this society. 


Special thanks to Kerry Levenberg, Clare Bayard, 
Prof. Laura Head, Johnna Bossuot and Chris 
Dixon, in particular, for critical feedback on this 
essay. This essay was edited for length. The un- 
cut version is available from www.tao.ca/ 
~colours. 


Chris Crass is a writer/organizer working to bridge 
race, class and gender analysis of power with 
Anarchist theory and practice. He is an anti-rac- 
ist trainer/social justice organizer in San Fran- 


_cisco and works with the Challenging White Su- 


premacy Workshop and Colours of Resistance. 
Contact him at chriscrass1886@hotmail:com 


